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| A Brief Diſcuſſion of theſe Queſtions, 


» : {#bether, How far, and in what Sence, ſuch Per« - 

ſons of Mankinde amongſt whom the Letter of 
- the Goſpel never came ; are notwithſtanding 
bound to Believe on Jeſus Chriſt, ( with ſome 
,* | other partigulars relating hereunto.) 


'* [Returned by way of Anſwer to a Diſcourſe 
in Writing, lately ſent wichour Name, (together with a 
Lerter,ſubſcribed only, T.S.)-unto Mr. Fohn Goodwin; 


the Author as yer being unknown to him, yer (as appears 
' by the ſaid Diſcourſe) a Perſon of worth, and learning, \- "1 
and (as he ſuppoſeth) a Miniſter of the Goſpel. C. 


| By the ſaid Fohn Goodwin, Minifter of the (50 


ſpel. 


Who in times paſt ſuffered all Xations to walk in their own ways: Ne- 
 Dertheleſs he left not himſelf without witneſs, in that he did good Fc, 
AQs 14. 16, 17: : | | 
But I ſay ,Have they not heard ? Tes verily, thetr ſound went into all the 
Earth, and their words unto the ends of the World, Rom. 10.18. 
There #5 no ſpeech nor language where their voice ts not heard, P\.19.3. 


| Czterum Crux iſta [Chriſti] 8 in Britannia eſt, & in India eſt, g& 
in univerſo Orbe Terrarum. Hijeros. in Plal.g 5. 10. 
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IJ! Bout a Moneth fince/] recei- 
4 ved ſome Papers from you 
by Mr. Robinſon, Bookſel- 

W4 ler, together with a Later, 

{ full of ReſpeRs,'and ſuch. 

Te 33 0 acknowledgments, which 
ſhould neicher Carisfic my.ſe}f; nor (1 ſups 
| poſe) you; to, own, though you were pleaſe 

£6 pread.the Snarein my way. Never= 
theleſs ro deal freely with -you (becauſe 
I find yqu a man of jar better ſpirit, more 
ined 'A ingenuous 


 - IN FA OANS. 
ingenuous than ] have yet met wich'any | | 


Antagoniſt) my ſence is; that every mans 
_ eftimare- of himſclf for Gifts and Parts , 


od vouchfaFd.co him in theſe things, 
It by an undervaluation-of himſelf, his 
band be diſabled from ſuch Service , which 
God upon the account of ſuch Gifts expett« 
eth.from him, Bur, Sir , neither my Geni- 
#9 , nor time , will ſuffer me to anti=coms 
plement with you: onely I cannor bur 
kindly reſerit thar worthy diſpofirion in 
you, to put honor where it was wanting, 
and ro help with your reſp:&s ro fill up 
thc Pir , which. others have digged in the 
field of my reputation, to find the trea-+ 
ſure of their own. I am forry that my rime 
fince/the receipt of your Papers, hath been 
from day to day , and fronyhour to hour, 
ſo drunk up by other occaſions, that I could 
not until now , compaſs any convenient 
\ liberty for a peruſal of them. Nor indeed 
have-I now obtained.ir withour the regret 
of ſome other engagements on my hand, = 
-, Concerning the weighty bufineſs dif- 


at-che hand! of mp! God, both yours and 
tine, that: I: may be able co give you ſas 


ro-do: it by: fome- other hand.” For tf ugh 
| I verily believe that you have pleaded e 
cauſe of thar which is not , with as mach 


| ingenuity'and firengrh 5 A6-any other man 


ky: to. be commenſurable ro the Grace | 
of G 


courfed in: your Papers; I greatly defireit'Þ 


tisfacion-in it, or-that himfelf will pat 


whats | 
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Debt, and Dowry. - 
whatſoever could have. done., et I. cory 
reive withal ,* that. whatſoever you have 
» | fait ro eritumber the conclifive validiry, of 
* | thar Argiment', abour which you profeſs 
your ſelf (and I confeſs, nor withour- 
prounds worthy a learned man ) difſuis- 
Fed 3 may 'be faifly caken,off, and:co vry 
_ reafonable ſatisfation , wherber God will 
* | vouchfafe ro doitby me, or no. And ſ-c- 
* | ry Tam for yolirfake, thar I ſhould (ar p: c+ 
tf ſehr) befodeeply and indiſpenfably engay 
n | ged in more publique employments, thas 
» | 1 am in no capacity of leafure to follow 


Þ | you xge 72%sin your wricing with thoſe 
$i particularicies of farisfation, which every 
@ paſſage chereinreſpedively requirerh. The 
n. | fruch is , chat (according ro my Principles 
r concerhing God) I am rather $1i2aypo' | 


d | =©@, than' $12o91A@ more intent ( of 
it | the two to promote the concernments 
d | ofthe good of the generaliry of men, than 
et | the accomodartofs of my particular friends; 
| thowtgh as far as To +y £1491 will exrend, | 
> } imdefifous alſo to obſcrvethe juſt Laws of 
'q Fricidfhip as inviolably as any other man : 
| Ai ehbiigh F very much honor JOU (how C= 

a» | ver imkn6wn)for thoſe fignal parts of Chri- 
Man worth and ingenuity , which by the 
zh lipht of your papers ſent unco mel ſyffici- 
ie | \efitly di cern" in you; yer ſhould I ſcaree 
ch Fave-beeh entreated to have made you 
| ny © Kege return in wricing as this , had 
| Thor* conceiyed , that what I ſhould draw 
| = up 
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up for the ſatisfation of your defire here. 
in (though -probably*not of 'your ſcruple 
might by-rhe publiſhing of, it curn ro ſome 
account of 4 more publique benefir and edi- 
ficarion:' The* conſideration of che ſubje& 
marter of your Papers , will fall direaly } 
and of courſe in my way , it God ſhould 
judge.ir meer" to ſpare melife ayd health, 
and liberty otherwiſe , for the compoſure 
of the ſecond part of my Book of Redemp- 
tion, whereof 1 give ſome overture towards | 
the later end of the Book already publiſh- 
ed: my purpoſe is there to diſcuſs the. 
contents of your Papers mor: particularly, 
In the mean time you ſhall perform rhe part * 
of a Friend tome ( and ir will be no point 
of unkindneſs, or if conſequence ro your 
ſelf )ro conſider, thar the ſtreſs of my judg- 
menc, ſtanding as ir doth abour the exrent 
of Redemption by Chrift, doth nor lye, or 
lean, upon the demonſt rative clearneſs 
or evidence of Truth in that Argument, a- 
bout which you are ſcrupled , nor indeed 
fo much upon. any other of the Grounds 
or Reaſons inſiſted on in my Book for the 
defence thereof, nanor yet upon them all; |] 
as upon the expreſspregnancy of the Scrip» 
rures themſclves from place to place, which | 
( ro my underftanding ) canner by any | 
congruous or rational interpretation be 
drawn another way ; as alſo upon the. 
ſcantneſs and defe&iveneſs of proof uni» |. 
verſally found in thoſe paſſages and Tw | 
| whies 
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'Debr, and Dowry. 


| which are wich greareft pfaiiſibleneſs al- 


ledged and argued ( proof-wife ) for the 


contrary opinion, ſo tharthough, all my Ars 


guments ſhould fall roche ground and fink, 
yer if the” Scriptures argved by mein fas - 


 yor of that'my. Judgemenr., will tandin 
thoſe -reſpe&ive ſenſes, ' wherein | inter» 


prer them, and: ( as 1judge) withour a> 
ny violation or breach” (in the leaft) of 
the beſt , and beſt-known Laws of interpre- 


_ ration, .yea and with the obſervation of 
them all | che Doftcine maimrained by me 
will fandi 


mpregnable , andlike the good 
Word of Gai ſelf , irreprovable. 1 do 


' nor ſpeak this, as if I were either conſci- 


ous, or jealous, of any weakneſs, or non- 
concludency, in any of my Arguments pros 
poſed and diſcuſſed in the 18. Chapter of 
my Book of Redemptiby : bur to ler you 


know, where, or in whar, the ficſt-born of 
my ſtrength and confidence of Truth, in 
.whar I hold concerning Bedempridn, re- 


fidech : arid what weapons. of all others 
they are, which you | muſt rake from me, 


' before I can ſurrender. | Fug 
' - * Bur Sir , very briefly, and according to 


the ſhore redder of my rime, ro couch ſome 
of the more material Heads of your. Diſ- 


| evurſe , chough ( haply')' nor fnche fame 


order; unts' which'F mightbe direQed by, 


: your Papers,” bur onely as they come ro re- 
- membrance-, ſome days afrer the peruſal 


thereof; "as not havinglcafurtfor a ſecond 
oy A 3 review 


So 
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, . 1» By your , Judgmeng, which flands 
for a poſlihilicy of Repencance (I preſume 
you mean that which is crue., and accom- 
panying Salyation, becauſe otherwiſe you 
ſhould nor _counter-argue me in my Nay 

tian ) withour Faich, I perceive you are a 
man of the lame conſcientious-confedera- 
cy wich me inJeaying the Road, when yau | 
{os the Truth. lies. befide ir ; Norwich: 
Nanding ar chis turn I congeive you leave 
ie without cauſe.: For if there may be 2 
 Repentanec found, :and- ſavipg | wichour 
_ Fairh,, either: ir _ muſt be a wor Fox fruir of | 
the [aw ( whecher natural &r-poſitrve br 
vaciech nor: the. cafe we now {; peak of ),or 
elſe of ſome.rhied..covenant made by God 
with men in order ro-their.Salvarion , real- 
Iy" dil Hoch, fromthe Covenant of 
orks, in the; Law:, and from the Cove- 
nant of Grace in tbe.Goſpel. For you cans 
nor afficiy ir. to be 3. Work, or Fruic, of tbe 
Goſpel, becauſe you bold, x; Phar icis 
required ofchaſc .'to..whom the Golp-k 1s 
neyer vouckſated: And ,2.; .Thar there 


— 
F 


Tm. 


is no Law'or Commandmear given unto 
ſuch perſons , which are in- no capacity of - 
yielding obedicncetoic : which lates prin* 
ciple witl, do you worthy Seryice ac, ma* 
ny turns, if you will work ic-acgordiogly- 
"Har the K entance. you ſpeak of., 15. ny 
Fuit or work of any.rhicd Covenaur; ts nor 
Tpreſume) in, y our: thoughts; however | 
1,0 000, 305 0p <ppwprrlingd ahas abi 
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Debt, and Dowry. 


| "third Covenant fkould be. That it cannot 
| be any work of the Law, or of the Cove« 
pant of Works, is evident from hence, be- 


cauſe by the Works of the Law ſhalino Fleſh 
he-juftified ; whereas this Repentance- is 
judged by you ro be both juſtifying and 


faving. Beſides ,- ir is the common and 


known Opinion of learned Divines (ar4 


| doubflefs of good accord with the Truth } 


that the Law knoweth no Repentance, For 


the Tenor of the Law is more diſtrift and 


inexorable : Curſed is every man that con- 


| rinueth nbr #= all things which are written 
inthe Book of he Law to dothem, Galat. 3. 


10, By the way, your Notion that Adam, 


during the interim berween his Fall, and 


the Evangelical Promiſe of the womans 
ſeed made unro him , was obliged to Re: 


'pentance, is bur a miftake. Such anin- 


term ſuppoſ:d, Adam was therein nomore 
obliged co Repentance, than the Devil 
is fince his Fall. To 

That Adan, during the znterim berwee 
his Fall , and-che Promulgation of the E- 
vangelical Promiſe unto him, was under 


| no Obligation co repent , is evident from 


hence ;. becauſe if fo, this Tye ( according 
to your diſtribution ) muſt be upon him, 


* either by Vercue of the Law of: Nature, 


-wriceen in his heart, or -el{e, of fome po- 


. Alicive Law of God, Bur, 1. For any po- 
fitive, Law , there was none made orgiven - 
' wat him by God, during rhe time we ipeak 


A 4 of : 


The PAGANS_ 


of: nor was there any of this import gi- F 


ven unto him before; I mean , whereby 


he was commanded ro repent, in caſe he 


| finned, or rebelled againſt God. 2. If | 


the Repentance we ſpeak of, was requie 


red of Adamas due by the Law of Nature, 


then was ir required either in order to | 


his Salvarion., and as ſufficient and avail- 
able thereunro : or. elſe as matrer of 'meer 
Duty, without any reference roa Reward, 
If ic were'required of him in order to his 
Salvarion, then was there a principle ye- 
ſted by God inthe Nature of Mafi, where- 
by he was enabled to recover &nd (ave him- 
ſelf , incaſe of Sin and diſobedience: yea 
and this Principle muft be.ſuppoſed. to 
 havebeen carryed over by Adam, unmaim- 

ed and inſufficient ftrength for ation,our 
of his eftare of Righteouſneſs or Innocen- 
cy , Wherein- he was created, into that e» 
ſtare of Sin and Miſery, wherein he plun- 
ged himſelf by his Fall. And it fo, then 
muft- ic be ſuppoſed alſo co remain in the 


ſame vigor and ftrengthin all his poſteri- | 


ty, ( for there is no reaſon ro' imagine a 


difference in this point between Adam fal- - 


len, and his poftericy : ) And if fo, then 
all , and every Perſonof Mankind without 
exception, muft be ſuppoſed ro be in a ca- 
-Paciry of Salvation, yea to bein an imme- 
diare capacity. of doing ſuch things which 


accompany. Salvation. And.if fo ,-then 
Chcift muſt of neceſkiry be ſuppoſed tochave' \|: 


dyed. 
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F _ Debt, and Dowry.. 


F dyed for them all, in'as much as with 
. out{hedding of Blood there is no Remiſli- 
on, -and conſequently no Salvation, or ca» 
- pacity 'or poſtibiliry of being ſaved. 

.,.F ttbe ſaid, Fhac thar' Repentance 


_thing it is for a man not to be alittle warm 


a - 5, | 
—_—— CL 
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which: we enquire after , was required of 
Adam ' as meer. marter of Duty , and nor 
in reference/ to 'any Reward intended to 
be given unto him; by God thereupon ; 
1: This ( preſume) is contrary royour 
own ſence, who ( if [ miſtake you not ) con« 
ceive, That che Heathen , withour Faith 
in Chriſt 2? are:in- a capacity of ſuch a Re« 
pemance;, which, 'in reference to:them, is 
available;unto Salvation. :2. Ic ſeems con- 
trary to the courſe and current of the Scrip= 
eures-, thar God ſhould requireſesvice or 
obedience from his Creature , otherwiſe 
chan in-order to their happineſs. See to 


this purpoſe: Ger, 4 7, Dewt.. 6. 24. © 


10...12, 13-: Fſal. 19. 11. & $1. 13. 


' 44. &c+, Tat. 45. 19. Rom. 2...10. (be- 


fides many others.) 


| ThePremiſes confidered , when I argy- 


ed the command of God to Beleeve, from 


| his Command unto men to repent, Aﬀs 


17. 30, you had no commendable cauſe 
of thar falſe demand ; Sed quid bec ad 1- 
phecls boves? Bur I confider' how hard a 
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Certainly when God commands Men tore-', 
pent , he doth in the very ſubſtance. and | 

import of. this Duty, command them alſo- 
to Believe ;/ in as much as:that Repenrance 


which he at any time commands, is Evan: | 


gelical,; and of a ſaving rendency'; and ſo 


can be-no-work of the Law, unleſs irbe ; - 


the Lew of Life, (I mean, the Goſpel. J 
From the ſaid- Premiſes ir further ap» 
peareth, thar the Gertiles, ro whom the 
Lecter , or written Letter , of the Goſpel 
never came, and amongſt whom the name 
of Chrift ( haply ) was nevernarted, may 
yet in ſufficient propriety ofe ſpeech, and 
with largeneſs cnoughof Truth { though 
nat in rhar critical formality of the figni- 
cation of the words unpoTlay, and pre- 
dicare, which you urge from Gramariens 
and Crvillians; 2 curiolity of diale& which 
the Holy Ghoft commonly negleferh , 
yea and Gramarians and Crivitlianr them- 
2 Multas hoc ſelves a) may be ſaid to have , and'to have 
- #ccipit , qued had, the Goſpel preaclied unto them. The 
bp "w_ Goſpel is ſaid to have been preached unto 
rautur ubiq,; whs.2 '; Hori 
exalte & ſall;i- the ancient Fews , Heb. 4.2. 6. yer Cirift | 
cre , quemodo by Name was nor reached unrco them, nor 
Ariftoteles known among them. And as the Rock, 
aliquis, locu- gut of which Myſes, or God by Miſes, gave 
rams fuſe ; them water todrcink, is ſaid ro have been, 
quod eff n vero oo, uaf *207 flv ' inevo prank 
alienum Ca- rift US, pirirua Y 3 intype, or repre-. 
mero: M,roth ſentacion : In like'manner , yea and with 
' Þ., 7s much IE Poo graney and nearneſs of: fig-. 
nification', and reyelation , che-parie _ 


t %.4 
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1 | JE) goodnels., and hountifulneſs of God 
* dayly. youchſafed unto the - Heatber , may 


b TY fv 
EM 
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- | be termed, Chrift, And upon this account 
| the Apoſtlecleacly implyerh, thatthe good» 
| ne{r of God leadeth meno Kepentance, ( Rom, 
4, 2..4.) and conſequently (the Premifles 
. | (evincing\ ir). unto tairb.in Chriſt, whether 


| known, or nar known, by them. For God 
| being by. the Light of Nature, known, or = "2. 
| at leaſt: rwoos, knowable, robe infinite:  - * =# 
| | ly juſt, infinitely benr in hatred and ſeve- s 
| rity. againft- Sin z when notwithſtanding 
" | he-ſhallegprefs himſelf in: goodneſs, and 
| patience, and bountifulnels, rowards thoſe 
who know themſelyes ro be Sinners , here- 
= | by he ſufficiently reftifierh and deelarerh 
. | unto them, thar his juſtice and feveriry 
- | againſt fin have been (- and this: muſt in 
; rcaſon-needs. be ſuppoſed to have been, 
by a way or means proportionable>to fo 
great and .glorious an effet) farisficd, . 
and thar he hath fo far accepted am atone- 
ment for them , that in: caſe they ſhall 
; truly .Repenr of their former Sins, and 
+ [| perſevere.. repentant unto the end,” they 
, *Þ ſhall eſcape the puniſhment due unto their 
\ | fins, and. conſequently be ſaved. And | 
whar. is..this , being interpreted , bur ro 
| bave To'zpyoy 79 every , the effett | 
' | them? 'The: Scriptures in ſeveral places 
(which Þ bave nor- Teafure ar preſent ro 
. examane: or:difcuſs )--plainly infinuare a 
D | capacity 
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capacity in the Heathen, yea in all men by F 
the Light of Nature (I mean where this - 
Light is givey, and ſhinerh) by fucha 
regular and' rational proceſs of diſcourſe, 
as that mentioned, to attain or make our 
chis Evangelical concluſion, that ſome Me-+ 
diarion , ſome Atonement or other, hach' 
been made, and accepted by God for the 
ſins of men; But T demand (Giththe A- 
Rom: 10, 18, Poſtle Pawl, ) Have they not beard? Tes ver 
| rily (faith he ) their ſound: went forth into 
all the Earth ,, and their words unto'the ends 
of the Werld. He had ſaid in the verſe im- 
aediatly foregoing, that Faith comer by 
hearsng : In this; verſe, he ſhews (in'an 
Anſwer which he gives to a demand or 
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| of Eternal Leferoo,. as well as thoſe ; which 
| (as. Peter acknowledgeth ) our Saviour 

| himſelf had ro ſpeak; yea and did ſpeak 
.upon all. occafions; onely they are nor 
Þ plainly ſpoken, as he was wonr to ſpeak : 
their Parable is fomewhar more dark , and 
"harder. to. be underſtood. Bur: the ſenſe 
and import of. what the Heavens moving 
Rill in; their natural courſe, and the gra- 
_ cious-Providence:of God, jovnrly ſpeak 
1n the ears of all Fleſh, is, thar God is raken 
off from, the fiercenefs of his diſpleaſure 


 zpainft Sin ,and that he holds forth his 


white Flag ,»and' offers rerms and condi- 


tions of Peace unro}the World ; and that 
upon theic coming into him by Repen< 
tance, they ſhall be: received into: Grace 
and favor. And whar is this bur the very 
tenor , ſum, and ſubſtance of rhe Goſpel e 
which yer is more plain from that of the 
fame Apoftle, AGjs 14. to the men of Ly: 
fra. Who ( faith he, ſpeaking of God) 


in-times paſt ſuffered all the Gentsles 10 walk, 


In their own ways, Nevertheleſs he left not 
Tiſel without witneſs, in that he did good, 
'l and-gave w-rein from Heaven , and fruit- 
fol ſeaſons , filling onr bearts with food and 
gladneſs, In reſpe& of what was it, that 
God lefc not himſelf without witneſs a- 


mongſt the Gentiles, even then when be ſuf- 


| fere 7 them to walk intbeir own ways? ( vis. 
' without admoniſhing and direfting them 
how to walk , aud-what to do, __"_ 

| uch 
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ſuch manner as now he dorh by the ler; 
rer of the Goſpel ſent amongſt them: Jwhat 
did the witneſſer the Apoſtle here ſpeaks. 
of ; witneſs concerning God , \or , on his | 
behalf ? Doubtleſs he doth not ſpeak herd 
of bis Godhead , nor ofhis Power , nor of 
his Wiſdom , as if his meaning were, chat 
God lefe nor hitnſelf without witneſs of theſt 
( though ir be true; thathe did riot lead 
himſelf wichour wirnd(s, 5. e. means of corn. 
vincing men, of theſe alſo, ) but the works 
of , Creation, as diſtinguiſhed, from'rlie 
Works: of Providence ( whereof tt hers, 
ſpeaks. ) are ſufficient witnefſes of cheſe, | 
according to the tenor of Row, x. qo ani 
befides | rhere ate natural impre 


| __:-- 
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ohs of 
theſe inche ſpirirs and confetences of meti- 
which are witneſſes on Geds behalf, this 
far. But 'doubrlefs, that in God, or cori- 
cerning. God , which/{as the Apoftle Here 
ſaith) God intended ſhould be reftified 
or wiineſſed on his behalf unto men; was 
ſomewhar. more ſecret', more ourof | rhe 
way (as it were} of mens commort thoughts |. 
or apprehenfions z and-piarricularfy ic was . | 
that gracious and good ' affe&tiorr which 
he bears unto the World tfirouph Jefis || 
Chriſt, his inclination” unto Peare with 
Men, upow their -Repeiitance ( which is. 
the ſubftatice of 'rhe'Goſpel. ) - This ip- 
pears,' 1,” By the Nature*or quality of 
the witneffes here fpokerof, which were, 
Gods: giving Men'rav from Heaven, and 
_ fruitful 
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» | fruitſal ſeaſons, hrs filling their bearts with 
+ |} ford and gladneſs, Such witneſſer as theſe, 
« | areonly proper toteſtifie Grace, and Love, 
; | and defire of the goodof thoſe, ro whom 
4 | they are given, im him thar giveththem. 
f | They plainly ſhew , that he that beftows 
+ | them ,.is not extream, uſeth not extremi- 
z | iy againft thoſe thar do amiſs; and con- 
\ | many that he is by one means or other 
| taken off from therigor of his Juftice, and 
d ſeverity of his wrath agamft finners. And, 
; | #- It appears from hence, becauſe Pal, 
4 | who: was not onely adiligent and faithful 
|. Preacher ofthe Goſpel wherever he be- 
F came, but was in ſpecial manner defign- 
e | c4ro be an 4poſtler0the Gentiles , preached 
{| 20 other Dodrine but this at Lyſtrs ( a 
« | City of the Gentiles ) upon that great op- 
; | portutiiry that was now offered him. We 
+ | carmor 'think char he ſhould onely preach 
4 | © Phytoſophical or Meraphyfical Sermon, 
; | concerriing the Efſence or Natural pro- 
4 oves of God onely 5; bur thar which 
: | was Evangelical, and ſavoring of the Go- 
]  ſpel. Now the Holy Ghoſt recordirg ei- 
6 \ ther the whole, or (atleaſt) the ſum and 
4 | Uubflance of whar he preached in this | 
, place, reporteth nothing Evangelical as 
2 | Poken by him, except this be acknowled- 
2 | ged for ſach. So that clear it is from the 
þ Scriptures, that all the World , even thofe 


that are moſt fiyaitened and ſeanted fn 
this kind, thoſe-thar-have nor the Letter 
v | cf 
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of the Goſpel; have yer ſufficient means of 
believing granted unto them; of believ- / 


ing. mean, 1. That God 51, 2, That be 


is a Rewarder of thoſe that eiligent'y ſeek him : 


Hebr. IIs 6: 


Rom, 2. 4. 


which is. all che -Faith or Belief that the A» 


poſtle makes ſimply and abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary .ro-bring/ a man unto- God, 2.. e. in- 


ro Grace or favor with him , Heb. 11; 
There, are ſeveral orher Scriptures that 


ſpeak home to thjs poinc, befides thoſe ar- 


gued ; particularly , 'thar Rom. 2,. 4,-Or. 


deſpiſeft thow the riches of his goodneſs, and 
forbearance,, and long-ſuffering , "not know« 
ng that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to 
Repentauce ? . The long -ſuffering and goodneſs 
of God. are ſaid to.lead men to Repentance; 
becauſe .they reſtifie, according to a ratio» 
nal and clear Inrecpreration,a willingneſs 
and readineſs in God , ro receive all ſuch 
into Grace and Fayor with himſelf, who 
ſhall  unfeignedly repent -of their fins; 
There is no-other conſideration, 'but this 
(atleaft , none wichour, this ;) in reſpe& 
whereof , the patience or bortntifulneſs of God 
can be faid to lead, z. e.'toperſwade or in- 


vite, to Repentaxce.. There is no motive: or: \ 


perſwafive , whereof fingers are capable; 
unts Repentance , without: hope of: Pardon 
upon Repentance.' In the mean- [ſeaſon 


you ſee ir. clear from. the. Scriptures: (and 


 inthis poigr) chax cycn Heathen men ,/ and: 


the Scr iprur £S,, AS YOU haveſeen, run paral- 
ll with..evident and. clear reaſon all along: 


thoſe . 


_— 


LOOY x . o 
RY oY. OO TC EN EIS 


Debt, and Dowry. 
thoſe that want the Hiftory of the Goſpel, 
"'Y have yet a ſufficiency of means whereby ro - 
Þ} believe, and fo coprevent the wrath and in- 

dignation' which is ro come ; in which re- 
gard, they are altogether unexcuſable , if 
.they do ic nor, Ap 
Confſonanc unto theſe things argued from 
the Scriptures , are the Judgements of our 
beft Proteſtanr. Divines, atleaſt when over= 
ſhadowed with the Spiric'of Trurh. For | | 
though ( faith Calvin) there will be found no- 
_ thing inthe Wirld worthy the Faver of God, 
Jet be fpew/tth himſelf PROPITIOUS UN- 
[TO THE WHOLE WORLD, #» that- 
- HE CALLS ALL MEN . WITHOUT 
EXCEPTION TO BELIEVE IN 
CHRIST, which i nothing elſe but an en= 
trance into Life, So likewiſe Wolfgangus 
Muſculus. After the ſame manner it is #n this 
Redemption of Manksnde, of which we ſpeak: 
_ That Reprobates and deſperately wicked men 
partake not of it , IS NOT THROUGH 
"ANY DEFECT OF THE. GRACE 
OF GOD: mor is it meet, that for the ſons of 
Perdition ſake , it ſhould loſe the Glory and 
I Title of .an UNIVERSAL REDEMPTI- 
ON, fince it & PREPARED | or procu< 
Tea | 'FOR ALL, AND -ALL ARE 
zALLED TO. IT. Our Engliſh Divines 
themſelyes in_the Synod of Dort , expreſs 
themſelyes to the. ſame purpoſe thus : So 
tht Chrift dyed for al Mer, THAT ALL 
wb | B AND 
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AND EVERY ONE, by +be Mediation of 
Faith, MAY threugh the vertue of this Ran: 


ſom, obtain, Remiſſion of Sins, .and Eternal 


Life, So.that the expres ſence of theſe 'men 
is, Thateven the Heathen rhemfelves, onenes 
& ſinguli , ro whom the Goſpel was never 
preached fo your fence, I-mean-) by men, 
and in the letter of ir, are yer called by God 
ro ir, yea and may. ſo- believe., thar by the 
Mediacion of their Faith, througb the Ran» 
ſom paid for them , they may obtain Sal- 
vation. | | 
Bur ſuppoſe we (for Argumentfake) thar 
the Heathen , xo whom the Caſpel was ne: 


' 


ver orally ipreached , werenorin an imme: - 


diate capacity of believing ir ( upon thoſe 
rerms of believing larely fignified) yer this 
proves not bur-that they might be ina re- 
more capacity of, believing it; (uch a capa» 
city | mean ,' which by a regular and con- 
ſcientious exerciſcand ating of thoſe wor: 
thy abilicies, which God had conferredupon 
them, mighr, by the ordipary bleſling, and 


according tothe ftanding courſe of the gra». 


cious Providence of God in ſuch. caſes, have 
riſen up and grown to ay" immediate capi- 
city in this kinde. / 'So thar {( for example) 
an Heathen man,, who. never heard'of the 
Name of Chriſt, - may nptwichflanding by 
means of the To '$pyoy Tv vote ypamloy 
ot wil wg it CO tl 03 oF ani? 
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the Law written in bis heart, quir himſelf ro 


luch a :degree of well-pleafing unto God, 

that Gad will nor . fail ro revea! or make 

known his Son-Chret unto him/, after ſome 

ſuch manneranddegree , which fhall ve ſa- 

ving unto him. Fhis is theexprefs DoQrine | 
of learned Mr. Bwcer. | a Here (ſth he;wrt- a Hic duo ob- 
ting upon Rom, 2.) let ug obſerve two things 7, ſervemus: De 
That God 'in no. Ape 'whatſoever left Men de- v7 _— __ 
ſlitute of the Dittrine of Salvation. 7 heres, mm — —_ 
fore who ever at any time periſhed , periſhed &,jq, ſalutis 
through their own default { or neglect ] Fo? deſtituiſle ; 
God ſo bedeweth | or befprinklech ] N twre. proinde, qui- 


with bu Lights, that they onelyremam ftran- ©209; unquam 


perierunt, ſua 


gers unto Righteouſneſs , "who willingly and of Arian” 
their own accord caſt it fromthem, There art am ita 
Perfundit ſua hice 'Dens, ut hi tantum 1 jufticia aliem maneant 


-Jui eam ultro a fe rejjciunt. - Suot & hedie Gentes non pauce 


quibus Evangelium Chriſti haud+ quaquam finceriter predicatur 3 


unt, que deeonihil prorſus audiunt. Hi -autem fi non ultroJu- 
ſticiz ttudium repudiarent , Dominus INDUBIE, Spiritu ſuo fic 


eos animaret, ut quz legs ſunt, preſtarent , —_— ſe totos 


pos bonitati , proximis facerent, que cupiunt fiert fibi. Hinc 
G | | 


ieret ut Deus citius Angelum eis mitterer uri fecit Eor welio , quam 
ut ignorare cos Chriflum ſuum paterqtur. Sed dum impic ingrat! 


miquitate ſua detinent 'revelatam jam iplis veriratem , merentur, 


non ſolum ut nihil pr#terea boni ſpiritus accipiant , ſed etiam ur 


; dentur jn ſenſum reprobum , &c. Altexum hic obſervandum eſt, 
ut ipft quoque huic operi legis quod | inſcriptumelt cordibus no- 
ftris, re&oilli Fur divinitos inprefilo): ſenfut -quo perperuo vo- 
.camur ad ſan&a & honeſta ftudia, revocamur a ptavis , auſculre- 


mus, &c., Bucer in Enar. ad Roman. cap. 2. V. 14. vedut lupe= 


I 18s quoque oftendimus, magis id(ex .intiruto Paw; fuit, ut objice- 
*Fet Judzis Gentes etiam anteeis revelatum Chriſtum , verz ju- 
\ſtidiz ſuifſe compotes. Hem in verſ. 25. ejuſdem Cap. 


x B 2 at 


83 this day Nations not a few, to whom tht Gos 
Jpel of Chrif is not” ſincerely preached : others 
there are, WHO HEAR NOTHING OF 
IT. But if theſe did not voluntarsly put from 
. themſelves the defire of Righteouſneſs, the Lord 
(QUESTIONLESS) woxld ſo animate | of 
enliven.them ] with. bis Spirit, that they ſhould 
[ or, might] perform the things of the Law, 
commit themſclues wholly t0 þis | grace , or] 
. goodneſs , and ds unto their Neighbors what 
they would that they ſhould do unto them, 
Hence it would come.to paſs , that God would 


ſooner fend an Angel unto them, awbe did uns. 


70 Cornelius , than ſuffer them to remain ige 
rorant of bis Chriſt, But whileſt through ins 
pious #ngratitnde, they detain bis Truth reveak 
ed unto them in Unrighteouſneſs , they do nit 
onely deſerve to have no more of the good Spirit 
of God given unto them, but even to be given up 

#0 8 reprobate ſence, &'c. Theother thing tobe 
" taken notice of, is, That we or ſelves alſo hare 


ken unto the work, or efeld of the Law, which 
is written in our hearts , that ſame right and 


dvinely impreſſed ſente of things within ui; 
whereby we are continually cglled upon for My 


and boneft courſes , and called back, from thoſe. 


that are difhoneft , &c. Aﬀterwards upoti 


' Verſe 25. of the ſame Chapter, he hath theſs 
werds : But ( «s we formerly. alſo ſhewedYthit 


was rather that which Paul intended , viz. tt 


offer to'the conſideration of the Fews, thatiht 


Gentiles even before Chrift was revealed um 
wh | OT OY AS. them, 
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| Debt, and Dowry. 
_ them, were Partakers of true-Rigbteouſneſs, The 
clear reſulc of this Diſcourſe is, That the 
; | - Heathen, who never had the Goſpel, or 
1 |} Chriſt, de fa&o preached in thelecrer , or by 
+ | men, untochem, were yet in a ſufficient ca- 
| | paciry of doing ſuch things, upon the ac- 
, | count whereof God would have revealed 
] them unto.ghem. by one means or other, and 
2 | this upon ſuch. terms, which ſhould have 
; | been available unto Salvation. I might add 
4 | much from Catz , and other Proceftant 
2 | Writers of beft account, of like imporc, who 
s | very frequently and familiarly in their Wri- 
» | tings, promiſe with greateſt confidence,the 
L' | ſuper-vening of the ſaving grace of God, 
# | unro the regular induſtry and diligence of 
#- | men, inthe improvement of the light they 
gp | havereceived, Yea, the ſubſtance of this 
be | Dodrine is ever and anon preached by thoſe 
7» | whoare by ſome counted Pillars of the Mi» 
þ | niftry amongſt us at;this day : who notwith- 
landing again deſtroy thar. Fairh - which 
they build up in ſuch a Do&cine, by denying 
y | the Univerſality of Redemption by Chrif, 
: | Mr, Edmond Calamy (in a Sermon preached 
n | byhim For. 12. 1644 on 2 Chron. 25. 2.) 
{ | anongft many.jocher Paſſages pointing rhe 
# | fame way , caughe his Pepe and Hearers 
| thus - A wicke, man may.do that , which is 
| mgbe in the fight bf the Lord, by the Light of 
Natre , and by the help of. common Grace, 


% 


And altbingh God be not bound 10 veward bins 
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forit, yer 1 DOUBT NOT bat God, out 
of the Abyi of bis Mercies, if he make uſe 
of common Grace ; | DO NOT DOUBT 
(l (1/90; .but God out 0 
be Be not bound unto it', yet will yive 
bim iritual” [ or, ſpecial} Grace : it be makg 
uſe of common Nature well, God will finde ſome 
way or other to do good to that mans Soul, 
Luke 16.11. If therefore you have nor been 
falchfufitirhe uwrighteous Mammon',/ who 
ſha?l edMmmir co your cruſt the crue riches? 


Thic place ſtems to boid ont thus nach ; 
if a maji improves the outward Mereies of God; 


that man. &ith better righes ;| God will findr 
out a Way do that mas ood. Afrer wards 
(in the fate Sermon chus ; : Thou oughteſt #6 
do according tothegi if and Power, rbich God 
hath given Sb ind nataral 5 way * andthat 
Gotl, which bath pivey thee | ower to doitina 
natural way, 1 ll f NO”? UBT) uſt this 

J with' Power, to fo 'do things '3n,a Poridual” pay 
For that # which fo iy raturul Tay 
lent , Go will one time Or ot Ver emrnſs bam 
with 4 JPiritual Talent. * 
ahy man went to Hell for, 
Fit NOT. it 
ther ro Fl my An 
Enticuled, Neogule-; "PE uTep@o, Py: 
6B. 70; 7. lydcs | IN! (hall.fi Terke cone 
rent judgement of ſome athers of. nears 
efteem for Learning, Picty, and wha 


tes fhall pleale Filfs" 
eb Mr. Fenhin;' 


" bis- abundant Mercy, E ! 


That 1 


or the work of common Grave," God will entruſt 


'For there was neow | 
CANNOT 5''bui | 
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* {called Orthodox amongſt us, And the 
-xcuth is, thax. in ſuch a Doctrine as this, they 


gleave to the Scriptures themſelves, and are- 
one ſpicic with them, For when our Sa- 


* viour rowards the cloze of the Parable of 
the Talents, reacheth us : For «to every one 


"that bath, ſhall be given , and he ſhall have a= 
Pundante:;: but from bimthat bath nat , ſpall 
be taken away; even that which tbe hath; be 
clearly avoticherh chis for” Truth:; Thac 
wharſoever a mans original ftock , in gifts 


_.orendowments in one kinder other, from 
Gods hand fhall be , be ir never ſo weak, 


ſmall, or inzonſiderable, .yer. by a careful 


_ employment, ir{hall,through ihe grace.and 
blefling of God hereupon,, improve to a ſpi- 


ricual eftate , which is therefor: compared 
to an abindance, becauſe the polleſſor here» 
of is enricheq}above meaſure by ic, For that 
our Saviqur by, him that hath,and co whom 


be promiſethy, that more ſhall be given, doth 
-nar miearia;perſan alceady converted, reges 


perace., 'or endued with true Faith; ſaving 


Grace, oc the like ;. ſo neichgr,;by him that 
bath not, him tha wanterh ſaving Grace, is 
Evident ; ;; 1. Becauſe by rhe Servants who 
received theiFalents, asina, glals, is repre- 
ſented the Rate.and condinion, not of Belie- 
ers onely; o thoſe cha (hall be mr bye 
- of the gineraliry.of Mankinds, or (at leaft ) 
-aswell of fijch ah will periſh, as of thoſe 
'who ſhall he faveds.; This igevident from 


B 4 thar 


that which the Parablerelareth concerning 
the unprofitable ſervant, who went and bid big 
Talent in the Farth; for which his Lord 
commands him to be caſt i2to.owrer darkneſf, 


 wherethere ir weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. | 


Now the words under debate were uttered 
by our Saviopr, upon occafion of this: ſe- 
vere Award (as it may fezm) which the 
Lord pafied ' againſt this *unprofirable ſer= 
- vant; Take therefore the Talent from him, and 
grveit umo him that hathten Talents, Of the 
equity of this order, he gives angccount in: 
the ſxid words; For unto everypne that hath, 
frall &6, plainly implying,th4rby bim'that: 
bath, he meameth, him thathath uponims: 


provement, or” (which comes ro the ſame}. 
him that ſheweth and declareth that he b1th/ 


[ ſomewhar givenhim] by his employmenc 
and improvement of it ; for orhecwife, ho 
tharhad his Tafent raken from him becauſe 
of highiding , or non«employmenr;, of ir;. 
bad; as well as the other , by original gift. 
Andif by  himitbat bath , he ſhould mean; 
him that hath, fimply, or, in any conſidera»! 


tion,” then he thar had received the one Ta«i' | 


tent, norwithftanding his hiding it, ſhould 
have had given.unto him'; and: ſo had more: 


abundantly , 2+ welF-as the- other, Again,". 


2. there isno ground, nor (Iſuppoſe) con. 
four of reaſon, or ground, to conceiye, but. 
char all the Talents (mentionedin the Para». 
ble) the five, the wo, the one, were all of _ 
; | an 
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and the ſame nature ,-or kinde; and chat 
©. none of them ſignified any fupernatural, or 
| heceffarily-ſaving grace, bur onely nacural 


gifts, or endowments, ſuch as men unrege- 


FI nerate were capable of, as well as regenerate. 
"Nar do either Calvzn himfelf, Muſculus, or 


any other of our Proteftant Expoſirors,give 


the leaft-intimation of rheir ſence ro the 


contrary ;- in their Commenracies upon the 
faid- Parable ; though Muſculus be more af- 
fertive and expreſs mthe poinr, than any of 
the reſt thgc 1 have ſeen. Amongſt the an- 


| cient, Ambroſe, by. theſe Talenrs;; under» ÞOnus in ter- 


j 74 abſcoudiſſe 


lands the. gifcs or endowments of natura ſe dicit , quod 


Reaſon; which: differs. nor ar all -in any rationem que 


thing material from the ſence of our Jate ad imaginem 
Octhodox Inrerprecers. If then by the Ta» & ſimilitudi- 


be ered ode is or oifcs of 1% data e 
nr be 'g fie ENGOTmMmEen Yet Jury 


voluptatrts ob- 


Nature:, and {uch as the. generality,af men 


receive from God-jinſome-meaſureand des ,,;,* wy 


” 


gree,or other: ,. evident ir is fromthe clauſe ,.,m is fo- 
under.confideration, unto bem that beth ſhall vea carus ab- 
begiven, &c, that by a faithful and careful /condit. Amb. 
uſe of thoſe. natural Abilicies , thac light of !:3 1.8.Com- 


| | . . ment. iz Luc: 
|Realon,, Conſcience-and Underſtanding, .;*;.. How 


» \Namilla Tales, qua ctig;diftribuuntur x7 als 1'd\ ay Soyeps, 
nexo (yuificare poſſe vitamiteryam. Ratio certiſſima, quia illa di- 
fribnuutar ſervr amuibus, mon tantum frugi, ſed etiam nequam. 
\\£t pavlo poſt, Ttaque necell eff referri | Talenta) ad gratias tem- 


w" ', quuas Deus communicat, ndn piis tamrum ſed etiam impiis ; 
on Elettt tantum'; feb ariam'-reprebs, Chamicr. Panſtr. r, c.3. 
L0::4- So, 460 poo h | 
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which every perſon of Mankind under 


ven receiverh from God, he may and | all. 


receive from him yer further , that which 


ſhall be of a ſaving import and-conſequenee [+ 
the Parable) promiſed ro begivex, and that 


in ahundence , to bimthat hath , muſt ofne. 
cellicy be meant ſomewhat that is of a ſpiri. 
rval-and-faving nature, / is evident from che 
carriage of che ſame Parable , where! the 
ſervants, who had received the Talents, and 
employed them faichfully (by whom are ty. 
pified: our” Saviours,:9; ex ap [6s, thoſe that 
haviids was lately ſaid) are gfacioufly invis 
ted by their Mafter into: his joy t Exter #bou 
znto thy Maſters joy-: $6 wa other; Enter 
thou tnto thy Mafters jy; Now if elther 


Ged, 6+ Chriſt, be fignitie>and meant by the 


Maſter of theſe ſervants i as I fuppoſe-no 
nih Queſtions, "but thkvetther rhe one, or 
ehe vitier; are rypilict heteby-)-by; entering 


- imto their joy, cannot-bemeant a receiving 


of a greater meaſure of THtural gifes# or en- 
dowinents, nor of receivitig' any'tenard 


whith'belongs-£0'- perſoris hualified' onely 
wich: ſich Etidownents as thefe;; bus, Sal- 


vation; or Eternal -Bleffedneſs-and* Glory, 
If fo, it roundly follows, thar by what Chrif 


promiſeth ſhall be giver to him! #bar bath, (in 


« % 


at of, 
ſaving conſequence, as regeneratiog.Gracc; 


$ by « " = -N 
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theGanAifying Spirit of God', Faith , api, 
| rhe. 


. Debt ,'and Dowry. - 
— thelike. And promifing, notonly,; or fims 
| ply; thar to him that hath, ſhall be given, but 
ch further , That be ſhall bave abundantly ;- he 
& Þ clearly fignifierh, a in caſe men will pros 
My yoke, ftir up, and lay out themſelves accors 
at } dingly+ in the improvement of ſuch abilicies 
& | md gifts, which thall from time roxime be 
i | vouchſafed unrothem, they may, by vertue 


be | of the Bounty and graciods Decree of God - 


be | in that behalf, atrain and receive from God 

id whar proporcion or meaſure of the Spirit of 

'* | Grace, atul of Gody they can defire,! 1 + 

« | © Whar hathbeen argued, and.(bfuppoſe) 
demonftrativealy proved from the Patable of 
che'Falents ; and /more eſpecially from this 

' Promiſe or engagement of our Saviour , To 


& a-regular'vandrexfonable improvement of 
' thoſeprinciptesve abllicies (which-we more 
comnionly', rhanproperly, ' call/z1ataral 
yotehfafed byGd-untomien, they ſhall cer- 
raifify yective from him char which is ſpiri- 
tal did faving, tight be further:ovidenced 
Md confirmed from'tmany other Scriptures:z' 
 B'from' Mit*i:13; 13. Mark 4. 23. Luk8. 
1: (where the ſatne promiſe , almoſt in the 
fate words',” uponalike occafion, is made, 
ad taught for ſound-Dofrine , by:our Sa- 
vwour 5) ſolikewiſe from Mar. yo; tet, 113, 
Muſkie. 4. Lake $: 15. &11:752.Foh.6. 
25 35. "Epb,'$,24." Rom: n, 19420;21; &Cc. 
Hehr: in; 6, 846, (befides twenty mote. ):: - 
Wy ''-. | all- 
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doth not 
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all which places there is a perſe& eye of the 

| Notion contended for, viſible, enough to- 
him that ſhall narrowly Took upon them, 
and enquire inro them.” And indeed the 
Opinios or Doftcine ict ſelf, which we now 
plead, is ſo rational, fo intimoufly com- 
porting with, and ſuitable to, che Genius 
and main Delign of the Goſpel , which is 
ro advance Godlineſs, and all excellenr 
and worthy ways and works amongſt men, 
thar.'there is nothing can be alledged a» 
gainft the truth of ic, bur whatgipon dug 
confideration will be found manifefily pre». 
judicial and obftruRive. ro tht pratice of 
Godlinefs, and of things worthy and hono+ 


_ rable amongſt men. 


Fram: cheſe Diſcuſſions then ic clearly 
follows, That the Heathen, who.only have, 
or have had , the benefic and help of the 
Lighr of Nature , rogether with thoſe Ime, | - 
prefſions! of Good and Evil which accoms. | 
pany it}, are and have been, by meanes. || * 
hereof, in ſuch. a capacity of having the | * 
Goſpel, if nor preached, yer (whichis al» | - 
rogether asmuch, or rathen,more) reveal» | 
ed unro'them , and-conſcquently of belie+ 
ving ir, that were they, had they been, true; 
and faithful to the dear Intereſt 'of their _ 
own Paaceand Happineſs, they may,. and. 
might, A on, ſo, Re manta che; 
Letter, or oral preaching of it unto them... 
excuſe chem Rea tee 50 
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nrent and purpoſe herein was to priviledg 


Debt, and Dowry. 


 þdieving it; unleſs we ſhall fay, that the 


commirting of. one fin , excuſerh:from the 


"guile of another, + or thar the negle& of 


one duty , diſchargeth frcm the obligation 
of another. | 


8. (Andlafſtly) Suppoſe and grant we 
\ yer further ( for Argument ſake ) that che 
Heathen actually wanting the Letrer and 


external Miniftry of the Goſpel by men, 
were inno capacity at all of coming ro the 
knowledge of ir, either by the Works of 
Creatijon-and Providence, nor yer by any 
improvenlent of their natural Abilities 
(poflible unrgthem ; ). yer ir muſt needs be 
acknowledged that they were in a capacity 
of being made Partakers even of thelerrer - 
and oral Adminiſtration hereof, in ſuch a 
ſence ,. as all Natjons are. in a. capacicy of _ 
baving and enjoying ſuch merchandize or 
commodiries, which are cxportable from 
any one Nation under Heaven , and may 
be had by recourſe and equitable applica- 
xions made to rhis.Nation for them. When 
God erefted and fer up , firſt his Tabernas* 
[cle, and afterwards his Temple , amongſt 


. the Few, together with that entire Syſteme 


or Body of his Ceremonial Worſhip,where- 
In, though under Types and Figures , he 
diſcovered his gracious Counſel and Intens . 
tions by Feſws Chriſt towards the world,and 
(indeed provches the Goſpel, though his 


x 
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and-accommodate this Nation above any . 


ather ;Peaple/ and - Nation under Heaven, 
yerir was nopart of his miinde , "that rhefe 
Diſcoverics of Himſelf, or the grear Bleſling 
accruing thereby unto men, ſhouldbe focon- 
fined or appropriated unto this People, bur 
thac all rhe World , and all che Nations 
round abour them, far and near, yeaand 
every particular perſon , born or dwelling 
in any of theſe Narions, might, if they plea- 
ſed, have had part and fellowſhip with 
them in all this Grace and Bleſſedneſs , as 


many aQually had , who became Proſelyres 


ro the Religion and Worſhip of this Na- 
tion, Yea all the priviledge or preroga* 
tive. which this Navion had above orthers,n, 


or about the Word , and: Worſhip ef God, 


the Apoftle. Sr. Paxl'refolverth into this, 
. 44 T A | AM. 
6Ti baipedbnouy Ta yi Ts Jes » 


Romans 3.2, that they were entruſted with, 


made Feoffecs (as it were ( in truft of that 
great treaſyre , the Oracles of God , not for 
themſelves, nor their Poſterirjes onely ,, but 
for the World, or generalicy of Mankinde; 
evenas the ſame Apoſt]e, ſpeaking ot him- 


ſelf, and of che Goſpel, ſaich ( in rhe fame. 


word, -7y TITEULGL TY euch), Yeo 151 Gabe 
2 7.) that he. was enttuſfied mith ++ far the 


Gentiles, oc Gentile, part of the World /a 


_ 


_ 


Peter was for the Cireuwmifion, i, e, the Jow?- 


op 5 
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This Apoſtle, 35 iyoanfideration- aha the 
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id Ceremonial Worſhip, or Moſaics] Go- 

| , was com miceed, er depofired jn truſt 
wigh the Few 9, hecallsir 2beirs, (Rom. 9.4.) 
$o becauſe they were (entruſted with it on 
the behalf of the World, elſewhere calls ir, 
in reſpect of the ſeveral members, parts,and 


veins'of it, "ory aa 78 x90 ps, the rudi- 
ments, or elements, of theworld , (Gal. 
 Colof. 2 8. 20.) meaning , thoſe Meſaical 
Ceremonies and Obſervarions, which God 
delivered unto the Fews by Moſes , for the 
| re ery eps, gup of rhe Wirld  (dus 
the'tn oo pupillage of ir ) inthe 
Knowledge obUod, and the things of their 
| Erernal Peace: In like manner, in thar Spi- 
> | fit of Prophecy , which God pouxed our {0 
, | abyndantdlyupon this Nation, in thoſe Pro- 
I Tho which he raiſed up and fent unto them 
T time totime, toinſtrut, admonith, 
ove, declare unto them things ro come, 
Fe, he had reſpe&., avwell rothe Nations 
of (the World , as ro the or themſelves, 
as appears by ſundry particular Prophecies, 
which much more nearly concerned other 
States and Nations, as Bab lon, Egypt, Tyre, 
' ELdop , Moab, &c. than che Jews Atbanafh 1s 
L mong the Fathers very excellently and 
co this' paint courſerh In his Treas. 
te concernin the carnation of the Word. 
God : where, hayiy affirmed that the 
'of thar Ima > Named upon men 
| rang 10 chelikt efs of God, is, and 
was, 
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underſtand him ro be. che Workman, &«, 


. makes known the Father unta. all-Men. ,.. an 


r the worſhipping 
Lily is impiety ,, and filll of all mgioſy 


The P'aG Ax-5S 

way,ſufficient to afford unto men the know; - 
ledge of the Word of God ; and yer, thar, 
incaſe men ſhould negle& co know him, by 
looking into themſelves., be bad provideg 
this remedy for ſuch cheir weaknels, viz.” 
Thar by the Warks of Narure they might 


he advanceth his Diſcourſe in words.to this 
effe&t : But when as the negligence of .men by 
degrees grew worſe and worſe , God yet again. 
provided for this weakneſs alſo , ſending unty 
them Laws and Prophets familiar with the 

[ or, which:might be well. knowh ro them, 

that in caſe st were troubleſiyn unto tbem ta 
look, up tewards Heaven , they might receivt 
inftrudion from their Neighbors, [or , neat 
at hand.] For ene man may learn of another 


4 


that . which iz excellent, nearer hand. bug 
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they might by lifting ap their eyes tothe va 

magnitude of the Heavens, and conſidering tht 
ſweet barmony of Nature [ or, the Creation] 
cometo know the Ward of the Father to be the 
Captain [ Or, Guider ] hereof, and that by bj 
Provsdence over all things ,. be. diſcovers, au 

that he therefore gives mation unto all things. 
that all Men by bim may know God, | Or if.this 
were grievous tothem, they mi ht. comverſe th 
Saints ['or, holy men, } no from theſe learn. 
#0 know God the Maker all things to \he $06 
Father of Chrift , and that the worſhipping) 
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Debt, and Dowry: 33: 
Fhey might alſo by the Knowledge of the Law <'ET{S1) St y 


| . . / F, » a< . *Y &vJewn wy &* 
abſtain. from all Tranſg reſſion, and live 'righ- _beted 


trewfly | or, vertuoully.”: For the Lam wat yoicove nd] 


#0 | brought into.the world | for the. Jews 3iyoumrme- 
pnely,' nor were the Prophets ſent onely for them TaG ig, mow 
[or, cheir ſakes. They were ſent indeed un- 915410 747 
#0.the Jews, aud of the Jews were perſecuted : og CR 
but they were the. ſacred. ond publique School ; +... 4.- 
of the whole World, th inftrutt men as nell in Tay, vius: 3 
the Knowledge of things appertaining untq Tegviras Txs 
Ged ,-as in matters relating to the Diſcipline 497» 45 9107 
and Governgerit of the Soul c, Conſonanr LES 
tarche import of. this Diſcourſe, 1s that of ;;,-2, Jenn ID 
Calusn alſo , wanſcribed by me, pag. 508, 84viowo 4 
$09. of wy Redemption Redeemed : towards YaSaeau 2 
the cloze whereof he ſpeakerh words to this TEE gow: 
0% Wy ſos The Sifarranier; * Ardgotrat 44g magy b, fo 
wor byſvliew Puey]a: unlsiy wet oh. neem]ovoy. 'Eov ov uw 
SabribLavres avTos 68 T0 piyt Or TR epars KATAvOHGANT AS 
Fic Kligews dgworidy , yy @ras Thy TauTys 5 ynuore Tor Ts mdlges 
Abyor* Toy Th tduTs 61s FdAYTH Teo olg., yIweicovrTh Tan 100 
TaTipe, x; did T370 TH 0AQ K1Y2'TH, wa ds ayTs TavTE Yiwee 
tbo: 73 $861, H ef v7o aurs 5 lu onvnegryudy 75.5 &yicsSur= 
Ti Ly tur; ue aber} Shah wary To gov dnweege, 
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Ty Tacs Is Seduy ilwroT0* WdSns 8 THhs 6 & wins 1oay > 
ber ater inedy Ths Tigs, $13 YOrews » 1% Ths xarg vvybLs' 
Azees,, Oc, Attianaf, de Incarn, Verbi. page 39, 40. Editg 
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3&— Te Pacans 
ESA I : Althingh indetd #herews: no neceſ> 
 fity to ſeth, bim [God] very fav, byreaſonthe 
each one-might” finde hum in his own ſelf, being 
that we are all kept and preſerved by bis vertne 


contented” bimfetf v0 onſtratt them by all' ſuch 
 Wocuntettts; af tbiſe we hu ve expreft , tut hath 
' © ſpecially 'givento underſtand bis Vozce to 8 cer: 
tain People, &c. [ meaning, thar from, and 


--.1 might "have oppartunity- go: receive the 

-  - Knowledge of thoſe things, which were re- 

yealed unrothem , net for their own ſake 

onely, bur for the accommodation and be- 

efic alſo of all athers | If you;pleaſciro pet» 

uſe the Commenraries of our beft Proteſtant 

; Writers upon rhoſe paſſagesof Chreft, Foba 

- ... 4+ 36, 37, 38. 1 ſent you ro reap that, whereas 

+ 35,» yo beftowed no labor :\ other men labored, &c, 

4 Er ſunt qui You Will finde many things direGtly Pointe 
promiſcuc tam ing” rowards' the Notion in hand. - Calvin 
de Gentibus, himſelf acknowledgetty thar ſome- unders 
x 373 and ſtand rheſe paflages as well of rhe Genie, 
aim Die there were Jooe grains \| or, . ſeeds | of Pizy 
eatis 'quzmam [or, true Religion] ſcattered over the whole 
grana ſemper World g, Gwzker writing \wpon ' the fait 
1h toto 
be fuifſe ſpar- 
1; $XC, Calvin. 


in Joh. 4. 36. about the Lords Field, ſew 


andthe Prophets ,. by their diligent huchanat 
ſeeds of tm 
Paely 


dwellinginus, Inthemeantime, to manifſelt 
more amply his goodneſs and infinits clemengy 
amongſt men Tor,rowards men] bebarb'ne || 


as the Fews," and confefſerh, that #n all agy 


Verſes, plainly affirmeth\, Thar the Fawberi | 
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by-means of, thele, thereft of the World |; 
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and- Nations. «mongft the Gentiles, both by 


. word and writing awakened men to the Wore 
ſhipof the One God, which is the ſeed of an 
# Subactum Evangelical Harveſt, or Encreoſeg, 6 030055 
eſt arvum a ** Thus then you fee that ic is. hot my ſence 
Propheris;qui alone, biit-che: Judgement likewiſe of ma- 
non tantum in qy wiſer and more learned men, That Gad- 
PREG oY in ſetting up that grear Light of; che Knows 
Fs vatias a> dedge/ of Himſelf in the Land of Fades, 
pud gentesvo- Which ſome coticeive to-be the Center or 
ce/aCſtripris middle part of the habitable World, and 
hkomines adu- amongft the: Fews , as upon a & pr. | 
Fees Dei cul” 4;q intend; the:;benefic and blefling of the | 
N Cexcita- * 37 *i , C | 
rant, quod (e.. {hining of irehroughour the grear Houſe of | - 
meneſt Evan- Thezhole World. And as many did par: 
gelicz' frugis. take of this Benefit and Blcſling , who In- 
Hug. Grot. inhabited Countreys far remote from the 
Fob. 4.38, Fews, joyning themſelves unto the people of the 
| God of Abraham, fo hid all others the op- 
porrunity of doing likewiſe, - And chough 
. remoreneſs.of Countrey, or dwelling, from 
Fudea , \might haply be ſome extenuarion 
or mitigation of the fin of mens remaining 
ignoranc of God , his true Worſhip, and 
Service ,. and of: thoſe Spiritual:MyBterles, 


z6 


which were to be learned in Fades  yet.'J" 


was ic no, adequate or ſufficient. excuſe 
thereof. } 40-0065 5a 
| Theſe things. duly . weighed and. confie/ 
dered ,- the-particulars objeted by youas/ 
' gainſt rthac- Propotition of mine;, . about. 
_ whichb(ir ſeems) you are at preſenrdiffar 


Is», 
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| fs diviſms; wherein even fuch 'perfons as 
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fied, appeac'reconcilable 'enough to it, 
and fairly anſwerable, NES 

# For, 1. whereas you argue, that*\kft | 
Men have nora legal rye or obligation up- 
'on them to; believe on Feſw Chriſt, and 


- pon. this' account canrior ſtand bound to 


believe on' him'; I infec, Of mu 
your Anrecedenc, and affirm,” That al 
Men | 5. e, all -mea nor wholly difabled , 


_ *eicher through want of years , or defet of 


natural capacity, ro believe'; rhough there 
-be a\ſence, which the Schoolmen' recm, fer- 


= 


theſe are urxder a' tye of believing, ] bur 


_ Wl others afficm) are fimply and di- 


rely" under'an obligation of believing on 


| "Fe! us Chriſt C 


* Whereas you further argue ; If ſo, then 
are they" under this obligation ,, cirher by 
the Law of Nature , or cle by ſome poſirive 
Law of God? and afficm', tharby neither ; 
and hence'conclude', nor at all: Ianſwer 


| The obligation you ſpeak' of lieth upon 


them {by chic force and authoricy of borh 
theſe Laws. 'Firſt , The.Law of Narure 


J'.requirerh/ all 'Men, teacherh all Men, x. To 


feek and enquire-after Got}, 5, e. the Knows 
ledpe of his | Narure-, Artribures', Excel» 
kney and *Perfe&ion of Being. 2. Aﬀec 
the richeſt and beft Diſcoveries of his Will 
amd Pleaſure concerning Men , which are 
Ay where robe found. * 3. (And laftly ) 
YOON E. CG 3 -T hits 


"Wo; P A-G A N-$ 
This, Law. requireth: likewiſe 7 oy ne 


ro ſubmit unto every part of: 
Plezſure of God concerning therh, es 
any ways made. known tothem... Ocher-- 
F- we muſt. hold, cither aha this. Law: 
ach gt. mch., to regard, mind, look, 
iſten 2 any Maniteſtation . or Diſcos 


ner. (4 Gad Pikes of himſelfin any | 


ct at te: Warld, b ur onely. near io chem, 
Ky (as the Gay ing 1s) under their Ns Nuſes; 
or Fichin, thiek:” own: threſholds, or al 
r at ir reacheth them to reſt: fatished with 
ſuch je WGriry in this kind , Which are 
in erfe ang unſatisfaitoly; or. laſtly; 
ar ir doth. not. reach chemy ro- lubwirrs 
BE Will, of-God in all things; as fares it 
Ho be diſcovered unto them... None 
vb can be alirmed, wich, cruch, or 
TE Be rh, "Ei then, i is 
Nature. requireth atmen ( ets 
cept x he. before excepte oy ro.cnquire. af 
3, the beſt and fulleſt Diſcovery. which 


God any-where maketh of himſelf; this Wl fo 


and, Pleaſure concerning meng And a: Af 
the Goſpel. be the wllett and ich 


_ A this kind, which. behatb —_ 1 


Nl 


ich, ET, 


is w Wears page 


know Et. 7 it, *delerly Lo 
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Debt, and: Dowry. 


by. the Lawiof Natgre, all Men of years 
2nd. comperent” incerkianding , ftand ob- 
liged to believe in Chrift,eicher in /enſ# com -« 
poſito ,- as viz, if they have, or. have had, 


lived, under the found of the Miniſtry of 


Goſpel hath never yer in the Letter or Mi- 
.viftry of ic been revealed unro them, 0 
Nor is that which you alledge concern 
ing the inability of the Light of Nature to diſe 
cover, tha# there was, or ever” would be, ſuch 
a Man and Mediator as Feſns Chriſt, much 
confiderable- to:your purpoſe ; though fr 
ſhould be granted'in as ample rerms, as 
you propounded it, For what though 
the Light of Natwre be nor ſufficient to make 
ſuch a Diſcovery, yer it'is ſufficient to teach 
men thac ir is their Duty to enquire and 
tarken- our: whar'diſcoverics God maketh 
\ of himſelf in the World : and when they 


\$; have heard of; or found our, the Diſcovery 


"you ſpeak of (I mean of fuch a Man and 
_ Mediator as Feſws Chriſt ) it is able to in- 
| form'and reach them''thar ir is their Duty 
H believe in him accordingly. The light 
of Netwre ( probably ) is nor ſufficient ro 
Inform every Member or Subje& in'a State 
dr” Commonwealth' what Lawes or Starutes 
.the-Pacliamenrary © or Legiſlative Autho- 
rity of rheir $#a#4, will ena&, or impoſe up- 
"$74 


4 , on 


{ 'L hu Chriftz it roundly follows ; That 


the Lerrer of the Goſpel, or live, or have. 


It; or elfe-tn ſerfw diviſo, viz, in caſe the , 


ka 
woe & 
" . 
- 
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ag the reſpe&ive Members hereof, Norcat 
ir reaſonably or equicably. be expeQed from | 


che perſons inveited with the. Legiſlative 
Power, that they ſhould cauſe-all the Laws 


which they ena& from time cotime for the } 
due Governmenr of their State , to be-pro» 


hy —_ A... 


claimed by an Officer of State ateverypars \ | 


ricular mans door , no nor yer in every pars 
ticular Village or Town,, to oblige the 1n- 


+ habiranrs. toa ſubjeRion. unto rhem. - Iris 


(oftcienr. for ſuch .an end and purpoſe as 
this , if.chey be proclaimed,, publiſhed, ot 
promulgarted'in the Megropolis d& Heal Ci- 


ry of this State, where,..or. from whence-all 


and every the reſpeftive Inhabirancs and 
Subjets hereof , may;and ought ro receive 
information of them , whar they be. And 
they that live moſt remore from the (aid Me» 
tropolis, or Placq,, where the-Publication of 
the faid Laws is made, are notwithſtanding 
as. well obliged co the obſervation and keep- 
ing of therh, as the Inhabirants of thjs Giry 
ic ſelf, chough theſe, by. reaſon of. chajg 


dwelling, have a reagier and berter oppors | 


runity. to.come to the knowledge of chem; 


Jn like manner God being the Abſoluce Mas +þ 


parch of, and Law:giver unto, the World; 
it is' ſufficient for bim., and as muchas can 
reaſonably be: expefted from hiup.,, ongly 
that be ſhould.cake care and provide ,. that 
rhar great Law of Lite and Death, the Go» 
ſpe, ſhould be publiſhed, and promvlgated 

ATI SS, ra ** 
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: Debt, and Dowry. 


{| in; ſome eminent place, or places of the 


= _— 
_ 


World, from whence all other parts of the 
 Warld round abour might have an oppor: 
-* gumiry tOrecelve the, Knowledge of it, - Not 


F arc any of the reſpeRive Subje&ts of this 


=— _ WET COR; Ro | Ow 
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great Kingdom of the World, priviledged 


1, or exempted from yielding Obedience and | 


SubjeQion rotheir King in that grear Law 
. of his Goſpel, becauſe of any remareneſs of 
their dwellings from thoſe places, where he 
bath made any folemn Publication of ir , or 
becauſe he hachnor .ſenr a publique Officer 

of. Heaver®, an Authorized. Minifter-of this 


| Goſpel homgto their Houſes, ro proclaim 
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— 
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or-publif-ic wichin their doors. So that (by 
the. way) the meaning of thoſe Demands of 
the Apoſtle, on which you infift, How ſhall. 
| they believe on bin » of whom they bave not 
beard? and. how ſhall they hear without a 
' Preacher.? and:bow ſhall they preach except 
they be ſent? the. meaning (I. ſay) of theſe. 
Interrogatories, or any of them, is not, el- 


{ therasif.no man' could poſlibly believe the 


v7 
—_— 
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. Goſpel, bur he that had perſonally.heard it 
preached by a'Minifter., or thar men could 
\ never-come co, hear it, bur onely from the 
mouth of ſuch a Miniſter z or that none: 
could:publiſh ic upon (ich cerms, as rocauſe 
| keto be believedby men, bur ſome ſuch Mi- 
niſter. onely ;” all ſuch. ſuppofirions as theſe 
are palpably ircelarive. .cothe; minde of che 
Apoſile-in thoſe Demands, His meaning 
©- dilly | | in 
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in them: is -onely to. imply ,- x; That the | 
world, having generally fo corrupred rhem». F 
ſelves with allmanner of wickedneſs; and: 


voluntarily eftranged their hearrs and-minds. J. 


from Gad, were in no likely poſture or | 
cendicion to be brought to believe on him by. | 
means of Chrift, or on Chrift himſelf, with-' 


out the opportunity and advanrage of ſome 
declaration: or report of: the Goſpel made 


in onekinde or other unto them. 2. Thar. 


they. were nor like ro hear of God , or of Fe- 


ſus Chriſt, in the Goſpel, had therenor been | 


me,..one,.or more, to have prbached, or 


publiſhed icin the World. 3<(And laſtly) 
- Tharchere wasnolikelyhood,'that any ſuch. 
wan, or number of men,/would.cver have 


been found. or heard of . who ſhould, or . 


would, havepreached or-publiſhed the Goſ« 
pcl, or Name of Fejus Chrift , up and down 
che world, bad they not-been ſent,s..e. had 
they not (received both / inftruQtions from 
God concerning the truth, tenor, and ſub+ 
ſtance of che:Goſpel, and how rhey were ro 


proceed in the-preaching'of ir, as alſo a ſpe» 


cial charge and injun&ion* from him «0 


preachicacpordingly. '' None of thefe par« *} 


ticulars:give the Aealt iricimation, asifne 
man wereicicher in Snare; or under-an 
ey 40: whoſe habitations ſame:Minifter' 


Iy: 


<Fabty Oahab tae thould be, fengto 
preach ie; 
ſis -4 D 


/ 


neraly 


tis ſufficienty.known, 2nd 824 
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4'" erally. granted by Divines,thar there were, 
and are, ſeveral Nations and Countreys in 
; | the world, unto which none of che Apoſtles 
: '& ever:eame 10 preach the Goſpel : yerthe 


R 


E - 
» 


"'T Apoſtle Paxlinformeth us, and charwith an . / 


| emphatical aſſcyeration, uh-2194 » tranſla- 
' | red, verily, that their ſound went forth into all 
the earth, and their words unto the end of the 
ary Row. 10 18. How can this afferti- 
6n-of his ſtand, bur in the ftrengrh of this 
rational ſuppolirion, char their preaching 
ol or of ihe W the Goſpel i in ſuch parts/and 
rid , where they came and 
mano ay todo ir, was vertvally and 
confiru@ively a preaching and” publiſhi 
of. ir chrodcbear the whole ' World; ar 
| tharahoſe Nations unto which the Apolites 
id not prexchir perſonally 5 had yet 4 gra- 
/opportunity +eo- come to the Know « 
X ofir, by means of their preac 
fivg fir ' far, and'/in ſuc Conn+ 
weys;a5 they did? And-unlefs (ucka: fup- 
1 pofiriom as this be;aqmitred, we maſt fall 
ard and heavy in our cenſures upon the Ar 
les;and conceive of them a5 men unfa 


Commillion';: and \mott 
impoſed on chew by the 


1 cerningſ'the.: wr: 
Tenor whereof (25 we know) was Shad they 
 fhoutdigy end; 1exch ALL Nations, bepti- 
ag ths, Met; 32, 19. And agatii (as 


etch another 


ghy” y Chivge, 
, con- 
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ful &defeftivein the Execution of that bigh 


'the Goth, the 
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another Evangelift draweth ir up) char rliey |} | 


ſhould go into. ALL the World, and preach 
the Goſpel unto 'E V ER Y Creatare.” No 


Interpretarion of wharthe Apoſites did, in, I | 


or. abouc- the diſcharge of this their Com- 


miſſion ( the equicy of this Commiſſion fat. -| 


ved ) can render them obedient and faith. 
ful cherein unco their great Lord and Maſter 
bur onely chat which ſuppoſerh every Cres» 
tre to have been ſufficiently Evangelized 
or taughe by them ,/ in the teaching of chat 
Party of the Creatwre, or of thoſe particular 


Creatzres. , which were atually , and per» . 
© -ſonally #azght by them : and thar' all 'the 


world was pucinto a ſufficient capacity of 
believing , or (which is :cthe ſame ) into 


«way of having the Goſpel even in 'the_ 


ecrer. of ir made known unto them ;; by 
their enliphtning thoſeiparts of the Wor q 


wich the; Knowledge of ic , in whictryfiey' 


tielisf 


preachedic, - Nor: can; that of the''f 


word fo empbaticaly urged by you ) iy az 


- WY 8 4 Py + Y-Y pe | Y 
TY Th, %lUoEH Ty "ap TOY u exvovs. #: tr 
preached. nnto every Creature which igunder' 
Heaven, ( Col. 8. 23 ) but upon he-acs 


count and warrant offuch a conftriuion 
| Bur, 2.- neither will- my. Princiy 


derſtood 


clajm.the honor of cruch,/ where ſpeaking 
of the Goſpel, he'fairh, ie was wpuy02#(the 


cinciples/ al 
low. me, co gratific 'you with-my belief: of 
this youx, faying. ( aaleſs very rigidly wn" 
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| He fafio diſcovered unto Mankinde , may 
much berter be known and judged of-than 
what it can, or could, diſcover. I confeſs 
my apprehenfions concerning the extenr 


of the Power and Abilities of- the Light of 


Natzere carefully preſerved, prudently ma« 
naged, 2hd-induftriouſly improved and 
:imployed, riih very high : and I judg;.that 
the-greateſt part of whar this Light bath 
hicherto diſcovered unto Mankinde, is not 
.cammenſurable to the leaft part of wharic 


is, and hath been, «ble rodiſcover. But 


'whar if ir be granted, That it neither is, nor 


. bath been able to diſe over, that there was, or 


ever world be, ſuch a Man and Mediator, as 


. Jeſus Chriſt , vis. In, all particularitiesres 
iting to his Perſon, wherin the Goſpel pre= 


ſents him rothe world, yer may itbe able fo 
far to diſcover him,that a man by the diſco« 


1 very -may be rationally perſwaded,through, 
or Þy-the means of him, ro depend upon 


God, for the pardon of his fins, and Salva= 
tions of his. Perſon, yea and thisco the real 


obtaining of *both ar the hand of God. | I 


have_no ground art all ro believe or think, 


"7. | an 


3 


-derftood,and in ſuch-a ſenſe wherein ie will | 
Hlcrle ;accomodare yonr. cauſe )- Thar. the 
. {Lght of Nature, neither can, nor ever could, 
diſconer to Mankinde, that there was, or ever 
. world be, ſuch a Man , and Medzator as Feſus ' 
.  Chrift, &c. What the Light of Nature hath 
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\ ; 1 
and long after Mpſer',» did believe-in'God |. 
umro Salvacion, had Feſws':Chrift diſcovertd 
unro them:in atly ſuck Viſion of Partieuls- |. 
riries, 'asthat exhibiccd in the Goſpel-+The | 
ſum and ſubſtance: of whar they (atleaſt I 

"che far grearer parr of them ) apprehended, 
knew , or believed concerning Chriſt ,- a- 
mountednor (1 ſuppoſe) ro much more || 
than this ,- viz, That God had found owt, 
and pleaſed himſelf in, a way or means, 
how co ſhew Mercy and to forgive the/Sins, 
and (aye the Souls, af ſuch who uld/ 

rheir rruft in him, and live righteouſ] and 


| holily jncchis preſent World.*For that God 


did nor declare, f i, e. make plainly and fi | 
Iy/known in the World ] upon whatac | 
count of Righteouſneſs or Juftice, he pardon- 
ed fn-commirted in the World before the 
great Aronement made by the Death of 
Cbrift; until this Atonement was atirlly | + 
made, #5 evident by rhis paſſage of rhe A+ | 

oftle;” Row. 3.24, 25, 26. Being juſit- | - 
ed freely by bis Grace through the Redempiits 
that is -in Feſu Chriſt 5 whom God hath ſtt | © 
forth to 'be # Propitiation through Faith int bis || * 
Blood, TO DECLARE HIS RIGHTE. '| 


OF'SINS: THAT' ARE PAST,tbrib the 
forbearance of God ; [/ meaning, thar Gud 
chrough/ his grear padence ,/ or firengihif 
forbearance , '&y Ty a@voyy 78 948 4- 'xeb 
ttiiteed fin, even long before any Satfofifh 


2 , 


\ 


ſhould put | * 


Debt, and Dowry. 


d | coti' or Arenemenr made for it; |} To de- 


om 5, 6 
en ww 
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Gelave, Tſay, at this time| viz. When Chrijt 
ifferedin the fleſh] bir. Righteouſneſs, that 
"the mipbt be juſt, and a Juſtifier of bim that is 
_ "of the Faith of Feſws, 5. c. that he might ap- 
pear to be, and to have ben, jolt in juſti(J= 
#ng'bim | 7.e.. every one, or whoſoever 1 
Vihoy tx Tiszws Tnos, that was, is," or ſhall 
be 4 Believer in Chrift, From this laft clauſe 
"Tov, ex Tigews Ino's, that is of the Faith of 
-Fe(#5,, 5.e, that believes, or depends, on 
| $a for Righteouſneſs ( relating in ſpeci- 
al manner roxthe believing Fews before the 
caming of Chrift in the fleſh, ) iris obſer- 
able, thar they are reputed by God { and 
Faplequeatly, qughe co be ſo reputed by men 
alſo) Believers in Chrift, nor opely who 
know. him by Name, or in thehy poftatical 
arm of the ewo Natures, or the like, and 


" 


-helieve on ri under ſuch a Norion as this 
.Cfor thus che believing Jews, who were 
£ iied by God beforethe coming of Lhrift, 
.mgither knew him, nor believed on him, as 
Was Remerly 64d, ) bur alſo they -thar be- 
|  lieve oz God, by , or through him ( as Peter 
- expceficth it, x.Pet. 1. 21.) #, e, who cl- 
ther by Grace puckaſed or procured. by 
higa ,, Ot by any Providence, or Diſpenfari- 
.0n,one or more, ifſued by God for his lake, 
-or upon his accome, m rhe World, arc 
4 ought, or prevailed wich , ew 2 
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ſpeak of , when: they did believe on God 
unco Juftification , did nor explicirely, ori 
by Name , believe in Feſws Chriſt, ſeems to 


tne very apparent from thoſe-words of Chrift 
to his Apofles, Fob. 14. 1. Te believe in-Gog: 


believe alſo in me. If they had ,believed in 
him as explicirely., and diftinitly, as they 


did believe in God, there had been nu more 


pround , why he ſhould exhorr or encoy- 
rage them to believe in him , than in God: 
nor- why he ſhould- have. owned them in 
their belief in God , more tan in cheirbes 
liefin himſelf, And thar their belief #n God; 
which our Saviour here acknowledgethin 
them, was unto Juſtificacion, I ſuppofe that 
you neither will, nor reaſonably can, deny, 


” 


Now thien if fuch 4 Faith , which bad Fejw: 


Chriſt onely vertvally and interprerarively. | 


in ir, and none but God himſelfexplicirely, 
and dire&ly , was notwichſtanding dvaila+ 
ble co the Juſtification of the Fervs, my 
becter oportuniries of means for an explit 
Knowledge of him, than. rhe Geptiles ; much- 


; more reaſonable "ic is to, conceive rhac'the/ | 
like Faich* will be acceptet! in rhe Gentles:; 


ro their Juſtificarion;; eſpecially confiders: 
ing, t.. Thar fame Divine Artribure, whit 
HT 1 PP Mu 5 4 - £3 4 8; , ſ- + 7 «PF + PFs 
the Scriptures cals Tremp mic, a non- 


acceptations of perſ5ns ( ſo frequently al” | 
ſerred and incillcited by che Holy Glio " [ 
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God. for the forgiveneſs of their fins upoty 
cheir' Repenrance, | And that the. Fewr Þ' } 
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Debt, and Dowiy. © 
the Scriptures: ) and, 2. Thar the Juſti= 


\ fication of men, isa judictarya& awarded; 
| axcording to: the Tenor of .a known Law; 


n_—_ 


by God; Beſides ,. Thar Feſws Chriſt is in. 
ſack a-Fairh, by which mien are atually en- 
abled co come with accepration unto. God, 


I preſume you will nordeny , conſidering 


| whar Chriſt himſelf Gith , Nu man cometh 


wnto tbe Father, but by me, Fob, 14,, 6. That 
by ſuch a Faith, whereby a man believes, 
1. ThatGod is : 2. That heis a rewarder of 
them that diligently ſeek him , heis enabled 
thus to com®rrto God, is the expreſs Da- 
arine of the Apoſtle, Hebr, 11. 6, And 


thac the Heather: , who never had the ad- 


vantage of the Letter of the Goſpel, were 
notwichſtanding, partly by theLight of Na- 
twre, partly by the works of Creation, partly 
by che patient and gracious Adminis 


 firations of God in the courſe of his Provis 


dence rowards the World , in a vec? ſuft: 
cient capacity. of arraining ſuch a Faith as 
this; if [ judged ic marrer of queſtion, either 
w-your ſelf, or any other confidering man, 
mighr be largely demonftrared , nor onely 


'' from the Scriptures, but even by many 


pregnance Teftimonies excanc in the Writ= 
ibgs of che 'Heatben themſelves. Nor co 
impoſe any great tax upon you, though for 
your own fatisfaRion , in this kind, if you 


» | will pleaſe ro peruſe onely the fifch and 


geen, x0 ae EM an 6: 5-4. co. o.06-2 
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50. 


The PAGANsS. 
Verntate Religions Chriſtiane, you will find 
by ſeveral paſſages drawn rogether by this 
learned: Author from the Writings of ſuch 


Heathens as we now ſpeak of, x. That the. 


Light of Nature was ſufficienr to diſcover un» 


ro them ſomewhat concerning Chriſt : And, 


2. (and more clearly ) Thar they did (1 
mean, many of them, and conſequently that 
more, yea, that all, might ) beleeve , both 
that God was , and that He is a Rewarder of 
thoſe, who dilsgently ſeek bim, And1 pre- 
ſume you know that much more of this lat« 
ter import might readily be cited from the 


Books and Writings of ſeveral orhers of 
them, nor mentioned by the late named Auer 


thor. ' Again, 
' 2. Thar the Heathen we ſpeak of(and con- 


ſequently, all Men withou: exception ) had, 


and at this day have, a Tye upon them by 
the Law of Natare to believe in Fe/ws Chriſt, 
1s evident upon this conſideration 5 1%. 
becauſe this Law obligeth all Men todo 
thar, which is efſencially conducing ro their 
ſoveraign Welfare and Peace, and without 
which it is impoſſible for them ro eſcape rus 


ine, and deftruction. ' And if Men fiand: | 


bound by the Law we ſpeak of, to uſe ſuch 
means for the preſervation of - their narural 
Lives and Beings, wichour which they can« 
not reaſonably expe or judge they ſhould 
be preſerved; much more muſt they needs 
be obliged by the' fame Law to provide 

| | - things 


— 
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things needful. for theit eternal ſafety and 
well-being,and without which chey cannor, 


- upon any. reaſonable account, expect or 


look for theſe ſo imporcantly-neceſſary ac- 
commodations. Now the Scripture faich 
expreſly; Nevther is there Salvation in any o= 
ther , [ meaning , bur in Feſws Chriſt, ] for 


| there is none other Name under Heaven given 


among men whereby.we [men] muſt be ſaved, 
( Ads 4.12.) and this by believing on 
this Name, Fob, 20. 31. Theſe latrer words, 
There is ns other Name UNDER HEA- 


VEN gevin, &c. clearly overthrow-two of 


the main Pilli4#s of your Diſcourſe , which 
are theſe; 1. Thar this Law of Salvation, 
Whoſoever believeth, ſhall be ſaved , reſpe teth 
only ſuch , unco whom the Letter, or yo- 
cal Miniftry of che Goſpel is ſenc , and chac 
there is another Law, Covenanr, or Promiſe 


by which others (hall, or may , be ſaved, 


( which by the way, I look upon as a ve- 
ry adventurous poſition, and of dangerous 
conſequence.) 2, Thar ſuch a Repenrance, 
which neicher includech , nor ſuppoſerh 
Faith in Chrift, in one kind or other, and 


- whereof perſons uneyangelized ( in the 


ſznce ofc mentioned ) are capable , is avai«- 
lable co theſe perſons unto Juſtification and 
Salvation. For if there be none other Name 


'[bur thar of Feſus Chrift ] UNDER HEA- 


VEN given. among men , whereby &c. 1. e | 


wp other method, courſe, way, or means.. 
| D z © whats 
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whatſoever vouchſafed by God unto men 
for their Salvation , it demonſttatively fol- 
lows, 1. Tharthis Law of Salvation, who= 
Joever believeth on Feſus Chrift, ſhall be ſaved, 
with thar of Condemnation {oppoſite toir) 
He that believeth not, ſhall be damned , doth 
not reſpe& onely perſons Goſpelized ( in 
the ſence declared,) ſo that theſe only ſhall 
be eicher ſaved, or condemned , according 
to the different tenor and import of them; 
but the generality or univerſaticy of Man- 
kind, where ever the Faculties of Reaſon, 
Fudgmenr, Conſcience, Unde&ftanding , 
8c. are found inany coped growth or 
marurity. 2. Thar no Repentance whar: 
ſoever , which hath nor the Name, #. e. the. 
Vertuve, Grace, Merir, Influence ( inone 
kind or other ). 6fChriſt in it, will avail a: 
'ny man unro Salyatton. | ; 
Nor is that of the Apoſtle, Rom.2 12 any | . 
ways contradiQing that which hath ben | | 
now ſaid : For as many as have finned without 
Law, ſhall alſo perifh without Law : and ar 
Many as bave finned inthe Law, fhall be judged 
by the Law. For the intent and purport of 
this paſſage onely is ro ſhew, that God in || 
the Judgment and Condemnation of wick- 
Ed men, will have reſpe&: ro the different 
degrees of means and opportunities, which 
have been vouchſafed unto them reſpeRtive-. 
ly, for the "reſtraining of them fromthe 
Wways.of fin and wickedneſs; andto oy 
Shs Ry og WitN* 
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 withal;; that becauſe the Lerrer and oral 


 (frequenely rermed , the Law ) ſuperad- 
dedexthe Law and Light of Nature , and 
thoſe orher advantages ( common unto all 
men ) of the Works of Creation, Provi- 


| dence, &c. are a means of greater effica» 


cy and a more potent rendency to reſtrain 
from fin, than thoſe other alone , and with- 
ourtheſe, therefore they, who ſhall be found 
to have lived wickedly and ungodlily un- 
der theſe, ſhall receive a greater Damnation, 
than thott who have lived finfully, under 
the want of them. 

If ir be yer further objefted ( againſt the 
Argument in hand ) That the Law of Na+ 
tre cannor oblige men rothings impoſlible, 
no nat in order to their own Preſervation, 
or Peace; and therefore cannot oblige thoſe 
to believe in Feſis Chrift , ro” whom he was 

_ never preached, this being unpoflible unto 
ſuchJperſons,” as theſe : To this ] anſwer, 

_ +. T,, That the finews of this reaſoning have 
een a'ready cur, where we proved, thar 
Fejus Chriſt , is fo, fo far, and upon ſuch 

 rerms', preached, or made known untoall 

Men wichour exceprion, that no man lieth 

under an impoflibility of believing in him ; 

I mean,of believing in him upon ſuch rerms 


- . | which will be available to his Salvation, (as 


WW LEW 
= 


hach been formerly declared, ) Bur, 
+241 anſwer yer further, Thar if rhe po- 
73 D Z fitive, 


Miniſtry of che Scriptures, or word of God 


Jz 
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_ ficive, or written, Law, or Word, of God, 


bindeth men unto that which is unpoflible » 
whac Reaſon can there begiven, why the 
Law of Nature may not do thelike? (ef: 
pecially conſidering that this is the Law of 
God , as well as that, ) Bur thar the Pofi- 
tive or written Law of God 'requirech 
things unpoſlible of men, is ( 1 ſuppoſe) 
your ewn Sence and Judgment; certain 
1 am, it is the general Sence of rhoſe, who 
are Enemies ro the Dodrine of Univerſal 
Aronement, | 

3 ( Andlaſtly) Wereir granted that the 
Law of Natzre doth nor bind to things im- 
pollible, tn ſenſu dwiſo, yer it way very equi= 
rably and well bind co things unpoflible , is 
ſenſu compoſuto. ' As for example; ſuppoſe 
F have a Childe , or Wife, lying fick in an 
upper Chamber, .or Room: in my Houſe, 
and at preſent lam below ; the Law of Nas 
4xre in this caſe bindeth we ro viſit them, 
which yetiis unpoſlible for me ro do, whilſt 
remain below, and in my preſent poſture 
of abſence from them. Bur becauſe I may 


very poſlibly. go and get up ro them by the | 


opportuniry of ſuch-ftairs or ſteps , which 
are purpoſely provided to make the way in- 
-to this Chamber paſſable for men, therefore 
the tye which is upon me by the Law of Nas 
tare, © viſit them, is no ways hard, or un» 
reaſonable. In like manner, were it grants 
ed, that men whe never heard of the _ 
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- of Chrift , are , in their preſent condition, 


poſttre, and frame, under an impoſlibiliry 
of believing on him , and ſonot bound by 
che Law of Nature to believe on him, dus 
ring this incapacity ; yet this no ways provys 
eth , bur char they may ſtand bound by this 
Law to believe on him, yea and that this be- 
lieving is poſſible enough ro them , #72 ſenſz 

deviſo , (as harh been ſaid ) thoughnorin | 
ſenſu compoſito, that is. by uſing ſuch means, 
and applying themſelves ro fuch a courſe, 
whereof they are , actually, and depreſenti, 
capable Jand: which have a proper and di- 
red rendertty to enable them to believe ac 
tually in duerime, Sed de bis, pris. Nor 
do | believe that. any Perſon whatſoever of 


| Mankind ( ſuch only excepted, who bave 


finned the fin wnto death, as Fobn exprefſeth 
It, who, in and by the aid tin, caft in their 
lor with Devils, and deſerve no Jonger to be 
numbered amongſt men) liverh under a- 
ny ſimple, abſolute, or invincible impoſli- 
bilicy of being ſaved. Yea if ir ſhall be 
ſuppoſed, thar any other perſon lieth under 
ſuch an impoſlibilicy, ic muſt needs rake off 
from the hearts and conſciences of men 
much of thas fear and dread, which are of a 


' very ſoveraign conſequence and import ro 


preſerve them from the horrid guilc of char 
ha. And-thas ( 1 cruſt ) | have given a fair 
and (atisfatory account unco'you of the 
cruch of chis Do&tcine , Thar all men ftand 
Dy bound 
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bound by the Law of.Natere to believe on 
Feſus Chriſt, or ar leaſt (in your own Phraſe ) 
ſomewhat char ſeems to me very like co ſuch 
an account, Again, 4 fox. 
2. Thar the like Obligation is impoſed 
by God i;pon all men ( in the ſence explai- - 
ned, and ayouched ) by a written , or poſt- 
tive Law, is (I ſuppoſe) of alike ready 
and .catie demonſtration. When the Holy 
Ghoſt by the mourh of the Kingly Propher 
admonilheth and calls upon the Kings and 
Judges of the Earth, thus : Kiſithe Son, leſt 
he be angry, and ye periſh from the mpy , when 
his wrath is kindled, &c, (Ralm 2.12.) 
3. By the Son,cvident it is (and Interpreters 
generally conſenr.) char the Lord Chriſt is 
meant, 2. Thatby kiſſing this Sox, is meant 
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ſuch ſubjeRion ro bim, which includeth, os | 


preſuppeſerh Faith (ar'leaft )inhim, is (vo 
. evidenrlikewiſe , tha: I know no Expoſitor 
otherwiſe minded, And beſides, this clauſe, 
eſt he be angry , and ye periſh, Oc, plainly e- 
vinceth it, in as much as no ksſſing him, or 
ſubje&ion rohim, without believing on him 
will prevent his anger. 3. (And laftly 
That by the Kings and Fadges of the Earth. 
hedoth not (in the firſt place ) mean ſome 
' of theſe only, as (for example) thoſe who 
have the Goſpel preached unto them , wich 
anexclufion of thereftz nor, 2. . That by 
Kings and Fudges of the Earth, he means the 
meer perſons of men inveſted wich theſe, * 
or wm nr ng Sy 
Fl 
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+ gdignities, but ( by. a. Synecdoche, and accor= 
| ding to the frequent diale& of the Scrip- 
tures) thoſe entire Bodies and Commus= 
nicies of men, of which Kings and Judges 
are the Heads, -are things , both ſo rational 
Inthemſelves, and ſo demonſtrable alſo from 
the firſt verſe of the Pſalm, and indeed from 
| the whole carriage of ir, that ]ro give any 
further proof of them , were !burt ro light 
'vpa Candle to the Sun. Or if ir ſha!l be 
| Importunely , and as ir wereby the-teeth, 
| held and maintained, that none burthe per= , _,_ 
| ſons them&lves. of Kings and Fudges are ,,. jor 
. here meant z#yer will ic even from-hence, quanta fitiſta 
and this with a notoriety of conſequence, Chriſti Filii 
follow, Thar all their Subje&s , and conſe: hominis ma- 
- quently , all the World , ſtand bound, by jeltas , poten- 
D , | ria, & gloria, 
yercue, as well ofthe ſame Command, as of 1 .7 pe 
the ſame Caveat, or Threatening, co.exhi= dum illius of- 
z bir che (ame Subje&ion unto the Soh of cula Reges 


God, Muyſculus may be conſulted upon the tr7=, ablque 
place h. 4 UTR IDO b ulla, diſcrimi- 


Patt | ratione, quan= 
Again, when the Apoſtle 7obr aller tj fint, vocan- 


reth this ro be the Commandment of God, tur. Quis 

That we ſhould I on the Name of his Son nam mortali- 
| Teſus Chrift, (1 Fob. 3. 23.) he cannor um ab hac 

bs conceived ro ſpeak onely of Saints, or ſubmiſſione 


luch who are Believers already, as if theſe th 
onely were the men, whom God commands ipgs quoque 

 fobelieve in the Nameof his Son: for.then regibus impo- 
ic would follow , that every Believer in the nitur ? 24uſ- 
$f a& of believing ſuper-etogates , and 4-17 Plal. 


doth zo Verl, I2s 


The PAGaNns 


doth more than God requires of him by 
any Law,Precepr,or Commandment of his, ' 
Nor, 2 canhe reaſonably be concetved ro 
ſpeak of ſuch onely, who have the Lercer orc 


oral Miniftry of the Goſpel ſenc, or granred |: 


unto chem ; becauſe then ( in like proceſs 


of conſequence} ir will follow , chacin | 
caſe any of thoſe, ro whom the faid Priviled= 
ges are not vyouchfafed, ſhall believe in Chrift | 


he alſo ſhall ſuper-erogare, and do more in 


a Way of Righreonſneſs,than God comman- 


deth him. Therefore when this Apoftle | 
ſaith, Ir ix the Commandnient & God, that 
WE fronld believe, &c, his meaning is not, 
either, x, That WE Saints, wich the 
excluſion of all others ; nor, 2. That WE 
who have the Goſpel preached by men to 
ns, with the cexclufion of all others : Bur, 
3- (and laflly) Thar FE Men, with 
the incluſion of all orhec men whatſoever, 
thould believe. PE, 

If it be objeRed and faid ; Thar ſuch 
men, who have neither the Letrer, nor oral 
Mtniftry of che Gofpel, are in no capacity, 
no poflibiliry of believing : and therefore 
eo argue , that in caſe they ſhould believe, 
they ſhould fuper-erogare, is ro argue , nor 


 onely from an unſound , bur even from an 


unpoffible ſuppoſition ; and no berter,rhan 
if 2 min ſhould argue, thus ; Ifa ſtone, or 
2 brine 'beaft, ſhould wirh an audible, or 


_ Incclligibfe'yoſce,mapnific God,rbey ſhould 


ſuper- 
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fper-erogate j becauſe there is nia Com- 


wandmenr impoſed upon them by God-to | 
do ſueh-a thing : To this I anſwer, . 
.- 8; :Thar ic hath been already ſufficienely 


: proved, thar the ſuppoſition which this ob- 


jetion faulterh, is neicher impoſſible,no nor 


yer unſound z bur thatſuch perſons, 'who 
| neicher have the lecrer: of the Golpel, nor 
- yet the preaching of it by men,are norwith» 
Rtanding, in a capacity of believing. Ladd, 


. 2+, Thar if chere be an impollibilicy that 


ſuch perſons ſhould believe, then their be- 


lieving ſugpoſerh, ar includeth, ſome orher 


' thing. whichCis uopoſlible alſo. For thisis 


atrueRyle,and of unqueſtionable evidence: 
f :Sebile eft, quo poſjto.,. nibil ſequitar 1mpoſſt « 
bile: Thatic is poſſible , upon the ſuppoſl 
whereof no impcſlibiliry followeth. Now 
in caſe ic ſhould be ſuppoſed chat a man 
without the Letter, or oral Miniſtry of the 


' Goſpel, ſhould, or might, believe, it can- 


not reaſonably be. imagined what impoffi= 

bilicy would follow (I mean, in argumentr, 
or, ſuppoſal ) hereupon. Therefore there 
is no impoſſibility that fucha perſon as we 


ſpeak of, ſhould believe. 
= 3-'(And laftly )'In caſe men deſtiture 


at preſent of the Letter, and Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel by men , thonldnor ſtarid bound by 
ſome Law, or Commandment of God, to 
believe; then, in-caſe either the ſaid: Lecrer, 


or Miniftry ſhall ac. any time hereafcer be 


vouchs 
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vouchſafed untothem, they muſt either be {| 


 fGippoſed ro remain ftill az much difoblig- 
ed from believing, ' as before (which T pre- 
ſume;, is none of your thoughts, )'or elſe, 
that chere is ſome new Commandment 'im- 
pos'd upon them byGod, which was nor im- 
poſed on them before. Now with God (the 
_ Scripture plainly affirmeth”) here 'is nova: 


riableneſs , neither ſhadow of turning , ſor, © 


change, Fam. 1. 17. | Nor doth he create, 
or make new Lawes to ſubjet men unto up- 
on emergent or accidental occaſions: bur 
all his Laws were made, plyenjunto, and 
impoſed upon, men , before aniy new emer» 


gency, or change of circumſtance, or cons» | 


ditjon,befallech chem. So that(for example) 
he that hath formerly been very poor , 'bur 
hath of late a great and plentiful Eftate caft 
Upon him by God., doth not now 'ftand 
charged to diftribute, to do good , to be rich in 


good Works , &c. by any new Command- 


ment of God impoſed on him fince his ad- 
vancement in the World, which did nor 0» 
blige him before , but by verrue of ſuch a 


Command, whereunto he was ſubje& all Þ} 
the time of his poverty, as well as fince his. _ 


being made rich , although he ſtood nor 
bound by iro att according to the tenor of 


it, bur onely then, or at ſuch a time, when 
and. in caſe he ſhould: become rich; and 


now alſo not continually,. but upon due'and- 
regulatoccafions onely, : This Command=- 
EL ment 
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ment of God, Thon ſhalt worſhip tbe Lord thy 


'F God, obligeth a man as well ſleeping, as 


waking , as well in the midſt of his lawful 
employment, as at times of liberty and con- 
venience for his aQual worſhipping of him: 
otherwiſe God muſt be (aid rorake off this 
Law from men,as oft as they goto {leep, or 
<rothe labor-of their ordinary Callings; and 
again to Jay ir on them anew , as oft as they 
awake, or ceaſe from their labor 5 or rather 
as ofr(and as oft only )as they have opportu= 
nity atually ro worſhip him. Yerdoth ic 
not oblige) any. man to worfhip him ar ſuch 
a time, wher;3 or whilſt he is ſleeping ( ſups 
| poſing his ſleep in reſpe& cf the time or 
ſeaſon, of it lawful ) nor yet whilſt he is ar 
the work of his Calling;ſuppoling that here+ 
in he doth but that which is his duty to do. 
I make no queſtion bur you have ofren 
met with that common Maxim of Divines : 
Precepta affirmativa ſemper obligant , ſed non 
ad ſemper: Affirmative Preceprs always bind, 
bur nor unto always, 7. e. nor to a perpetual 
or uninterrupted praQiſe . of thar duty, 
' whereunto they bind. A rich man ftands al- 


{| | ways bound. to diftribute co the poor , bur 


not todiſtribute always , but onely upon all 
Chriſtian Occaſions and Opportunities. So 
a Minifter ftands always bound to preach to 
| his People : bur he doth nor Rand bound to 
preach always or continually unto them. In 
tike manner ſuppoſe it were granted , that 
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an Heathen, who never heard of the Goſpel, 
nor of the Nameof Chrit, nor ever had op- 
| ro hear of cither , doth nor ſtand 
.bound-ro believe ( formally or explicice- 
ly) in Chrift, whileft he remains under theſe 
diſadvantages for fuch a bclicving z. yer this 


P Y - 


provech nor, but thar even ſuch a perſon, 


Rands ſimply and abſolutely bound to be- 
lieve in-him, and this upon the terms ſpect- 


fied ;- or incaſe the Goſpel ſhall ar any rime 


afterwards be ſenr unto him by God, that he 
now ftands bound ro believe by a Comman: 
ment newly given or impoſed uyen him by 
God, and noc by vertue of rhas, Command- 
ment,. wherewitch he ſtood charged before. 
Nor is that Text A&s 15.30. cited by me 
to prove an univerſal Obligacion poſitively 
impoſed by God upon all Men to believe on 
Chriſt diſabled by any atremprt made by you 
in thar behalf; the words being theſe : 4nd 
the times of this sgnorance God winked at : but 
wow commandeth all men every where to repent, 


&c, For, x, Wehave demonſtratively (1 


. ' uppoſe) proved already, that the Repen- 


eance here mentioned, and commanded by 
God unto all Men every where,includeth, or 
_ preſuppoſeih, Faithin Chrift , and that no 
Repentance whatſoever, is, or can be, atual« 


 Iy faving, bur onely fuch, which is influens. - 


ced or raiſed by Faith in Chrif, of ane kind; 


or other, in Fern and explicite, or clſe; 


ial, implicice and interpretartivec. 


conſequen 
| 2,1c 
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2. Ichath been inlike manner proved, that 


theſe Univerſals, all Men, every where, can- 


not reaſonably , nor with thar Reverence 
and: Honor which are due to Scripture-ex- 
_ prefſions, be here confined to ſuch, either 
perſons, or places, to whom, or where, the 
Goſpel hath been- then aGually ſent, and 
preached, when the words were uttered by 
the Apoſtle, or ſhould afterwards be thus 
ſent and preacbed ;, bur are ta be extended 
to all Men fimply, and ro every Nation un« 
der- Heaven ;- in as much as there is no re: 
ceſlicy for ſuch acautionary , or reſtri&ive 
Interpretation. | 
Whereas you further argue from the 4n- 
ritheſis here made by the Apoſtle, berween 
the Xepvor ThS a yV1Ihss the 21mes of sgne= 
, rence, andthe g, yvy X epvor , the preſent 
. times (when the Apoftle ſpake the words) 
or times of the Goſpel-Light, that however 
God in theſeTatrer , commands all men every 
where torepent, yer under thoſe orher he did 
nor; I anſwer, x. Thar the Concluſion 
which you hence infer, fights diretly (if L 
miftake nor )againft your own ſence(other-= 
| whereafſerredin your Papers) borh con- 
cerning an Obligation lying upon Adamro 
repent, in the zzterim berween his Fall, and 
the Promulgation of the Goſpel ro him ; as 
likewiſe concerning the like Obligation ly- 
ing upon all his pofterity (wichour excepti- 
on, unleſs onely of fuch, who through cither 
defect 
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defe& of years , or of underſtanding , of 
through inexpiableneſs of guilr}, are unica: 
pable of Repenrance ) whether the Lerter 
or Miniftry -of the Goſpel hath been veuch- 
fafed 'unro them, or no. For by what Law 


perſons, who hever heard oftheGoſpel;,flaid |. 


now, or whilſt the Goſpel fhines in other 
parts of the World, bound ro Repentr, by 
the ſame they ſtood bourid ro Repenr like- 
wiſe , before the coming of the Goſpel intg 
the World. Therefore you cannor with the 
ſafery of your own Principles, bur confeſs, 
_ that ll. M:7- every where , even h'Regyois 
Ths & yv9 1&5, under thoſe timE7of ignorance 
of which che Apoſtle ſpeaks, and. before 
ot vuy 5egvor, orthe times of the Goſpel, 
ftood botind ro 'Repent, ſoor with ſuch a 
kind of Repentance, which you affirm ro be 
meant in the Scripture in hand, 3. e. ſuch 
a Repentance which is conform ro the Law 


of N:twre , and which includes not Faith in 


Chrift , and which you acknowledge alſo 
the unevangelized Heathen  Ttand now 
bound unto. Bo. 


5. Neither doth the Antitheſic or oppo= + 


fiction berween the rwo differing times mens«. 
cioned imporc any ſuch different Diſpenſa» 
tion of God, under the one, and the orher;; 
as if he had lefc men. free from all and all: 
manner of Command and Qbligation ro re- 
p2nt, undec, the former, aud onely charged, 
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Tem wich this Duty under the latter; bur 
 onely ſhewerh;or ſppoſerh;rhat char Oblis 
| parionto repene, which Jay upon men'under 
- the former, the times of rgnorance, was bur 
weak; Gaine; obſcure, and with licrke authos 
| ri: upon the Conſciences of men, ini cons 
| pariſon” of that Tye; Obligation, -or En» 
_ gagemenc hereimco,” which God by: an cx - 
| preſs Command-impoſerh upon the 'Wer!d 
under the lacrer ( the times of the Goſpel. ) 
This: co'be the geriuine and true import of 
the ſaid Antitheſts, appears; '1, By the fre- 
_ quent anf familiar uſage of che Scriprure 
in like caſes; 2: By conſideration of the 
ftace and condition of the K *h«r through - 
bur the World in the Point in'qr cſtion, be= 
ſore rtherimes of the'Goſpel., 

Firſt, Ic is a thing of frequent obſeryari- 

; on amongſt Expolirors 'and Divines, thar 
che Holy "Ghoſt intending ro mention-and' 
aſſert any conſiderable encreaſe oradvance 
. offome former Diſpenſarion, is wonr'ro ex- 

- pref Ir in timple , pofirive, and abſolme 

'rerms, and as if ir were a new kind of Dif- 
' penſarion, and which had nur formerly been 
'known', orheard of inthe World-i. Thus 
the Promiſes made ro_ Abraham, Gen, 12. 
* concerning; the mulriplicacion- of his ſeed, 
_a0d- cheir inhtticing the Land of Ganaas, 

are afcerwards, as vis, Capi 17. 2,4;5,Ac, 
* again mencioned and exprefled as if they 
(had tiow beennew, or firſt made, ohely be- 
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Jn Scriptura 
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exuſothey are exprefied moredargely, fully, 
and: emphacical ly. ; Wh engCbraj ſpake thus 
ro kis Diſciples afcer his Reſurreftion,Fheſ 
ere the margs.vohich 1 ſpake, nto you, iewbsljtl 
this larterclauſe, wholeſt;] was. yuc with. you, | 
he, infinuates his preſent being wich chem, | + 
by way of Antizbefisro-his former being with || 
them ( viz before, his Neath ) nor. as if he 
were nat now;preſent with them, 45; well xs 
| behad been formerly, but. becauſe his being 
now with chem, was of a more trgnſcendenr 
Sole FChrj- 20d peculiar narure and conlige tion,than 


fius)de his re- Its former preſence had been. 3, in as much 
bus, quas alio-as he-wasnow in the eſtate of the reſurrei- 
| modo, quam gn, whereas inhis former. being wich them 
| ym vo . Fa he was but in the ordinary condition of men. 
: git, "+ þ oqui When Moſes and.rche Prieſts {ſpake thus unto 
quaſi non ege- all ljrael 3 Take bred, and barken, Or ae, 
© rit. 2faldou- that this day them art become the People of the 
«rus in Mat... Lord #by Ged, (Dext. 27. g,) their meaning 
_ 36:29." ' | wasnotto imply, that chey. never had been 
the People of the Lord until now; [z.e.aPeo- | 
ple whowrGod had owned and countenan- 
.ced fromiHeaven, taken into Covenant with | 
\ | himſelf, &c.'] bur char God by the conftanc 
+5 Tenor of his. gracious Adminiftrations r0- 
wards them froam-time totime unil that day. 
\ had made them now more hisPeople ,-than | þ 
' ever, had furcher declared himſelfrobe their F #1 
.-God,and to acceprand ownthem-for a Peo- Þ| ir 
- Ple peculiar«rg him , than formerly : and F ric 
+. 4 5 ; that” +4IB 
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FE . Debt, and Powry. 
that \ypon/this: account ir: concerned cher 
| More neerly. Fthan ever, toharken: uno him, 
anctobey bis veice.: In like Notion our 'Sa's 
| Viouy:promiſerh/ his. Diſciplesithar! he will 
$ praythe Father, a: 2 that be Jhonld:give them 
| enither Comforter ,|even the: Spirit of Truth , 

| «when as'in the very ſame period or paſſage 

| of ſpeech, heafficmerhthar this Comforter, or 
" Spirit, was already given them, » or ( which 
| 4s'che ſame) dwele now with, 'or in,:them, 
Fob. 14. 4$.16/So that he mientivneth a lar» 
| ger Eftufion or Donation of the ſame' Spi- 

- ric}, as if ir, were the primirive or firt gife 

- thereok - In like manner , when being now 

\ .vpon his Journey for the raiſing of Lazarus 

| from the dead, he aichtohis Diſciples, I am 

- glad for your ſukes that Twas not there, tothe 

| Intent that you MIGHT BELIEVE, ( Fob. 

* T'T. 15.) be exprefſeih rheir believing toa 
F' further degree, as if ir were the firft of cheir - 

" believing.and thar hey haJ nor believed bes. 
| fore, Whereas itis evidentfrom Fob: 2.11. 
22, and other places, thar they had believed 
 $ on bim before. '!'When the Apoſtle affirms 
# this robe Gods end-in chaRiſing this People, 
- That they might be Partakers of his\ Hulaneſs,, 
- (Hebr. 12.10: he dork nor ſuppoſe that chey- 
| were in no degree Partakers of i bis Halineſs 
| | beforerheirchaſtiſement ; burhe expreſſerh 
* | # fuller atid richer-participation/hereof, as if 
- | ir-were a'fimple, abſolute; or original par» 
| I ficiparion in: this kind. So again when the 
oF f- lt W.4; yans 
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Evangeliſt: Fobz ſairh,rhartbe-Holy Gb:ft ws | 
ner yet geven.; beganſe Feſis 1976 not glorified; - 
(Fob; 7 129: ) bis meanrng isnor,, that the 
Spirir/ bad :ig-no meaſure been formerly gi-' 
ven,(forqueſtionleſs all-choſe-who underihe 
Law beleeved, and ſothoſe; whorin the days ÞÞ. 
V | of our: Saviours converſe. .on earth, before Þ 
# his Glorificacion , belicved- unto Juſtifica» ' | 
: rion/; were led hereunto by the. Spirit here. 
ſpoken. of 3) bur ke expreſſeth. thar: abun« 
danr-and;'moſt:zemat kable, Novation and 
pouring *our of it: upon the Spies and 03 
thers, after, upon, and by vergudbf Ghriſts 
Aſcention'into-Glory., as if itnad been the 
firſt,-and only-giving of ic... And it is a good 
rule or obſervation, which Teftardys delivers. 
herevpon.”T hoſe things (faith he) are ſaid ot 
k Verum ea #0 be , or notitobe done, before the times of the 
non efle , aut Gofpel,; which ao leſs.[ or, not } appear, or are 
- non hierj ante leſs perceived. or, felc] before this frulneſs of " 
ode 4;. #tmesk, Soithar when che Apoſtle ſaith (in 
cuntur, quz the Scripture under debate) that God nw 
minus appa- [an the times of the Goſpel] commuandeth al 
rent, aut mi- mex every Where to.repent, if doth not neceſſa« 
nus ſentumtur rity 4emply char God never till now commans+ . 
0 * ded the ſamething (1 mean, Repentance)un- | 
plenitudinem. FO them ; - bur that. row he commanded it ups | 
Teftatd. $ynop-” on other rerths-, with more exprelineſs and x 
Dor. de nar. particularity of Command,upun morelives 
©c,Theſ.118. 1y-and pregvant;grounds, or motives, with 
_ anotker edge of Authority ,;/under greater. | 
"4 ſeverity of puniſhmentrhreatened in caſe of F 
3142/2 | ; dif |. 


J \ 


\: 


> = * E 
6a : 
d; ; 
_——_— a E4 F INSET FAD _ 


wr F & 
+ 


ny I 
Tenn 


Nw a nw cu Fm. wiv w .,. 


RS , 
0 A Pe 7 by 


. 


ge 
- 


NM 20t. © #eD7o$ ie for: 
- merly. Many inftances'from rhe Scriprures': 
/ have been-preſented- unto you, (and many / 
” more; | doubrnor,upon a licle further. ſearch ; 
| might be adde$uncorhem;) whereinſucha | 
Þ  conftruRtion aschis/mult of necellity be ad- 
\F mitted. And thawhis is che cruciand genu<. 
| ine fence of cheiphace in hand , appears:yer 
- farcher by the later conſideration! men». 
tioned , which'reſpe&s the ftare or 'condt- 
- tion. of all Mankind:under the. ti2zes of that 
| ignorance, of whichthe Apoftle: ſpeaketh;and 
- before the i{aysof the Goſpel. Fortharthe : 
# World wasth3nund er aCommand:fromGod 
- to repent, is evident from hence,viz; becauſe | 
- otherwiſe rheir i impenitency; znd obdura'e 
- proceedings in ſuch way: & praiſes, which 
' are contrary.cothe Law of God;yeaand the 
Law: of Nature ir ſelf, had beenno.fig. in 
| them, nor obligatory uncopimiſhnient,, che- 
 -Apoftles afſercton being expres; thar- it is - 
the Law that worketh' Wrath , (i, e- thacſub- 
| jeteth men unto. puniſhmeac ,; becauſe 
| hers xo Law's, there is-no tranſare an,(Rom, | 
"4s 115. ) meaning, (as he expreſſcch himſelf 
/ opon the accotmrin the:Chapter following. 
Zen 13.) that foxic not imputed; 11,10, char= 
: ged upon men , or puniſhed) where there is 
E-20-Law. Sorhat unleſs we (ball ſi wppoſe the 
” World ro have b:en abſolutely lean 
* that thegenerality] of men wichourcontra- 


Rong any FN , or making themſelves li= 
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able unto puniſhment; "have.committed all - 
tions, which they did-commir,.. j 
yea and ren crimes more',* un] the times of FF 
the Goſpel, we muſt of necefſty make bf i p<" 
poſe them ſubje& ro ſome-Law; or other of - 
God,- whereb he commands Repentaiceun-- 
ro men, 'Yeathe Apoſtle himſelf; in the ſame- 
Sermon, and, avery {&w- verſes before the 
words'in. Conteſt, plainly fippoſerh the 
men we:ſpeak of, evenial the Nations of men, 
ro have been,all che time before the Goſpel, 
under” an; engagement. or: obligacion: from 
God; to/bave ſought bim-,- whichpuppoſerh' 
{at leaſt)rheir: repentance, An h mee of F 
one blood ab Nations of men , for todivell on all 
tbe face of the: Earth, and ;hath determined the 
r1mes before app, vinttd, andthe boainds of their 
| pram. THEY ND SEEK: 
THE LORD, sf haplyzbey might. feet F- 
bim, and findhim, though he be not'far from: 


every.one of 1 ,Oc, AF .17.26.27 H'zmeaning - } 
is, that God hath taken ſuch a-wiſe and gra-” | * 
cious courſe, 'x.-1n the creation and forming, 
ofmen.3. In difpoling andgoverning.them; 
thar'ithey m y might be ina goodrapacity of ſeek-"" 

b 


5g bim; his fo as co find him (and cons, | 
ſequently.co'enjoy him,andto be made hap» = 
py and blefſed by him) alrhough cheir minds | 
and underſtandings were much darkencd 
through corrupt principles, which they bad | 
; volumarily drank in', and finful pratices }' 
wherein 7 and walked > inasmuchashe | 
was Þ 
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7F i \ was neer enoug 179 Cc nall,. .rohave been 
F/ 'r und by rhem,even by groping, or feeling, 
- ay men ule 'to & Perth mg thedark; 
| meaving, thac by a very low ſtrain of induf- 
- try, ar ordinary diligence and enquiry they: 
| might have diſcovered and fond himout,. 
- ſoſaras to have worlkipped and ſerved bios 
wich accepration;, / and this'underiallthbfe! 
great diſgdyanrages forthe finding himour, 
| which-chey had brought upon themſelyes. 
/ Theſe things impore mich more than-rheie: | 
| being under a fimple Commandfrom God 
| rorepent; though it iscrue, that a.Comis/ 
$ mandror ent 5 - vertually and with inter»; 
'* precarion conrains and Oo pEneacs the. 
whole. dury of man, . 
- Nordo theſ: words, whieh you urge and. 
inſiſt ypon ,, And;the trmes of this ignorance, 
_  Gad winked at,import any thing contrary to 
- wharhath beennow argued ,: op as.if. God 
had neither taken, Hor:meant. rorake , any 
account ac all of choſe- Heathen, who before . 
- the rimesof the\Goſpel,had onely the Boks 
- of: Narure, Providence,and Creation,to in» 
 ftruT chem, for their miſJemeariors 1n-fins 
; ning. The Apoſtle exprelly faich , that «s : 
' many 45 have ſmned withayt the Law ſhea» { 
- iſh without the Lew, Rom:2:12. Anda lie, 
- before : : Tribulation. ant anguiſh on every 
|, Soul of bimthas Hoth evil; of the Few firlt, 
and. ALSO OF -THE GENTILE,..(o.. 
- omit ke rug more that might be. readily ci- . 
E 4 ced 
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27.1 Cor. 1:19, Lak, $2.4. Fob.7.39.Gal.s, 9. 
nor to thention other places of like purport, 
withour-number, )and likewiſe perfe&aly ac- | 
cordeth-wich that Principle 'of -Rigbreoufe - 'Þ/ 
neſs and Equity, inand about tbe PRE * 
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# of finandfinners, which the Scripture from place 
\'F;, to place afcribezthunto God; and which inclinech 
| him to puniſh fins, commirred againſt greater 
Light, againſt means and morives of greater Effie 
acy and Power, with more ſeyerity proportion- 
ably-, "than thoſe , which (though ocherwiſe the 
ſame) arcperpettated , where means and motives: 
forthe refraining of ſuch fins, are either fewer, or- 
Te effeQual.  Sce upon this account, Amor 3.2. 
-. . compared with Lam. 1.12.& Dan.g.12. Dent.6.12.  * 
"T* with x5. Mat 11.21,24.Luk,12.47,48.Fer.32.31- 
F. compared with Yerſe 33. beſides many other paſ- 
- fagesof ec import, ' Calvin, reading the words in 
| prefenrconmderation berween us, rhus; Er rempora 
quidem bujus ignorantie cum battnns diſſumulaverit 
.- Deus, neither approves your ſence of them, nor 
mine, though his cenſure falls much heavier on' 
yours,.than on'mine. :' He affirms; that Paxls in» + 
rent wasnorto'exrenuate the fins of men, bur only 
ro magnifie the Grace of God, which had now on == 
the ſudden ſhone upon the World :*and labors ro - ; 
confure ſych an Imerpreration, ' from that of the- 
. ſame Apoſtle (lately cited) They that have fmned- 
-. without the Law, ſhall notwichftagding periſh with- 
' outthe Law. His ſence of the words is onely this," , , 
God winked at, or difſembled, the timer of that igno= £5. 
dance, 1, e, thar during the long cra& and continu» jmer- 
pretantur , Deum ipgnorantix peperciſſe , quaſi conviverer , pu- 
nirenolens. + Sed: tale commentom/' prorſus. alienum eſt.a- mente 4 
Pai, & confilis; curminime propofitumifuirextenuare hominum | If. 
NF  culpany ſed Deigratiam, , quz, repente affulſcrat, magni facere. Et * | 
| <x2lislocis falſumeſſe caarguitur » quia quifine lege peccaverint, 


W_ lege nihilomiqus peribuat. 
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Chrsft , did. accordingly expe& no great marrers 
from theng, bur was content . 7 egmpopery (45 the 
Apoftle ke Ads 13.18,') to bear-with theiv 
. maniiers , toover-look miny miſcarriages, neg» 
&ed to puniſh. and rake vengeance on them for 
ſuch fins, the commiſſion whereof ander a Cove- 
|} nant of more Grace be would have vindicated. 
- moſt ſeverely, Burt this onely bythe way. 
. \Fowards the Concluſion of your Writing, you 
- make this. ingenuous and-Chriftian Promifſe(which 
contains as much, as Ican with Reaſon, or a good 
Conſcience, expe fromyou?) T e's _ make 
# appear (upon juſt, and carryung' grounds) that In= 
? NE whom Grababs not wie the uſe 
"= of Been) and thoſe many millions in-oll Ages, who 
+ neverbeardtheGoſpel, arebound to belseve #n Chriſt 
- |= fot: Salvation, then you ſhall, ant my Minor, and ad=" + 
| - mit my Argument to begood;, vis, Thar Chriſt dyed 
"for all withoyt exception, becauſe all without exception 
- Þ;- are-boundio believe. IſuppoſeThave, and this up= 
' oh.no worſe or weaker grounds than you Ro 
: | . made 
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* _. many others) call, ſenſi diviſus,” and which Thave 
. explain'd;bound cobelieve on Chriſt for Salvation. 
As:for the ferice , which (haply) you mean, and 
LM which have cecmed , ſenſu compoſitus, your felf 
T haye in-zformee pafſage(and herein done nothing 
- - Neither, butwhiarReaſon and Ingenuity, rogerher 


ence, obliged you unto) acquitted me and my 
former" forrs'of perſons, bifants,and Naturals, Nor 


do1lconceive that your ſelf judg is any whys preju» 
dicial rothe Salvation of cither.of rheby:Chrifi, 


vableby the Law of N awe , | and without Chrift 
(which | judg you cannor reafonably do) or nor at 
all ; . wbich-1 ſuppoſe ro be further. from /your. 
thoughes,; than the other. So that whether Infants 
| _-or-Nacurals; becapable, or not capable of believ- 
He ing in Chrift, yer if they be (alvable byhim, ic un- 
E deniably follows, that he dyed for them. 


from firft rolaft caſted of the lerrer-of the.Gofpel,l 


Rtandbound, both. by che. Law of Nature, and by 
Poſitive Law.from God, to believe in Feſus Chrift, 


[-- and that wighour. che Lerrec af the Goſpel they are 
i in a capacity of belicvipg in him ,/ fo, oc ſo far, as 


ta 


Ez.” made icfully apparent , that all the three" forts of F 
F.-.. _ wperfonsyouÞpeakof,, acc, in a (gnce, which, (with 


Dodrine from intending ir in reference tothe two - 


thar chey are; :in'this ſence, utcerly uncapable of - 
believing on him ; unleſs you eicher judg them fal- _ 


. Concerning the,third and aſt ſort, perſons whg, $ 
thaugh-comperent_ of underſtanding , yer-never * 


have proved atfarge (and:I truſt , ro your ſatis« | 
-faFtion,and other mens) Thar ſuch men as theſe, 


; withithe-Inrereſt of your own Credic and Conſci-' [| 
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FF robe accepted therein unto Salvation.:/Thus: ha» 

|  ving performed your condicions;] cufſt Imayup- 
- ,on a legitimacy of claim demand; the courrefie of 


your Promiſe,beingnothing bur what is very Jaw 


ful for you'to grant;,;the Admittance of my Minor, 
- and conſequently the+\concluding validity of my 


Argumenf. s 2 _— WEIR 
Whereas you ſomewhere in-your' Papers repre- 
ſent ir as a thing very irrational, and unworthy be- 


| lick, that Chrift ſhould dye for thoſe,whohhe knew 


-Irrevy q 
fins, ag the time when our Saviour dyed. and 


were in no capacity, or poſlibitity of receiving; be= 


_ 'nefir thereby, as all thoſe were, w ho'had periſhed 


in-their {©6s , -and were eternally: condemned, be- 
fore his 


miflion of Sins, andthe great Bleſling of Salvation 
by bis Death, by believing on hia) as thenro come, 
as well as thoſe, who rake'cheir rurns-of Mortality 
afcer him, and believe on him as already come. O-= 


; | , #herwiſe how ſhould 4brabam; Iſaac, and Facob, 


have been in a capaciry of fitting down-and eating 


,. bread in the Kingdom'of God ? Sothatihow e- 


verthe perſons you ſpeak of ,, who were, under/an 
fb ple ſentence -of Condemnation for their 


this reſpe& were in no pollibility of receiving be- 


nefic by his Death; ver there was a time, viz. whilſt 
they lived in che World, when they were ungerthe | 
ge, Re. ſave. 


th: My Anſweris , Thar: as at Chriſt's 
.. riding into Ferwſalen, as well the mukicudes that 
went before, as thoſe thar followed; cryed, Hoſan= 
. natothe Son of David, ( Mat. 21. 9,) ſfothoſethar 
lived in the World before his -Incarnation,and Sut- 
ferings, were in a bleſſed capacity of receiving Re-. 
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| ty- wich other men of receiving! the 
= | arg bleſſing of NOIR d bead 0. ' 
is relpe& he may properly en ro 
lah pris freer, yfuch 
-terms,'rhar they believing on him, whilft the day 
<—Y - of Grace laſted; as intending, or 28 being to'dye Þ}- 
> _ for-them in time, mighr have been faved by his F. 
*  - -Death,”And'if this Obje&ion were of any force, ;* 
Eo, neicher can it rruly be faid thar he dyed: for Abras ' 
=: 'ham, Iſuac, or -Facoþ, or for orher Saints, who had 
+ _-_-dyedintheFaih _ Apoftle ſpeakerh) before 
FB his coming'in che arleaft'ir cann be ſaid 
Fr \ tharbe dyed for the Remiſſion of rhicir ſhps;becauſe | 
__ em having obrained already , and' Sting -in-full ; |, 
bk poſſeſſion of, this heavenly Priviledge, were inno 
"84 R. ore of obtaining ir' by Chrift ar the time of 
A _ is Death: Nor is ir (nor can A reaſonably be tma- 
2 ne nate ieficcls be)rheinrent of ' che Dodrine, 
ps which reacherh char Chriſt dyed for all-men'wich- | 
| out -exteption, ro affirm or! reach 'withal, thache 
b dyed upon flich rerms fqrallmen, rhat all men ar 
2 any rime, crinevery ſtate and condition; whether | 
living, or whether dead , whether free from, or |. . 
bY whether infrared with, the Guile acorn 
4387 *able: fin, "&c; ſhowſd' be iti a capaciry, orundera | 
E!, Poffibilicy, ofbeingſaved by him, - Phe intireand 
T clear meaning of the ſaid Dorine: (asir isin ef- 
fe& ſtated by me Cap. 17ſec. x,-of my Book of - 
:Redemprion')' is, -Thac' all *pe1 f Mankind 
-wharſbevee, are, or were; pin neo fuck a capacity | 
*of 'Salvariow by che Dearhof Chrift, char iftheir 
Nw arte negleR, arid notorious wayorthi- 
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HE ks not intervene and-hindeer Oy mays; oe 
| wk be alla&vally ſaved thereby. 

: And.thus have , oo the migſt of many diſtra« 
| Rions, and undev much encumbrance of bufidefs 
| otherwiſe, faichfully., wich a fingle anduprighc 
any and as in'the preſence. of God, 'endeayored' 


| roſatisfie your requeſt —— che clearing and 
+ removing ſuch ſcruples and di 


uiries, which, as 
you fignifie, rendered this Propofirion of mine, 


' All men, without exception, ſtand bound 110 believe dn 
_ Chriſt. queſtionable, 'or rather unqueſtionably 


falſe; unro.,you. Whether any thing char hath been 
faid will c os ſo happy an account unto you, 25 
ſarisfation;Tcannor prophelie : onely'Ifinde you 


Aman: diC.enſnared from the fuperftition of vul- 


| {gar arcreduliry,and that will nor ſcll che Truth for 


e gain'or price of that corruptible Crown of be- 


Ing repured Orthodox; and this is a 'door'ofhope | 


$a 


_ - 


opened unta-me;that ſach things, which are 


able botheo the courſe and current of rhe Scrip- 


.tures , and no leſs roclear. Principles of Reaſon, - 
. will over-rule you into ſuch acknowledgements, 
- which in the day of  Feſus Chrijt will (1 queſtion 


noc) be Shit Tus and peace; | confeſs] was 
extreamly unwilling to.have been caken off from 
_ ſome other engagements lying'upon my hand; by 
ſuch adiverſion, as the drawing'up of this An- 
thor rd your Papers , muſt needs occafion:: bur 
. ( God having over-ruled that. inclinarionin me,” I 
” have much che more hope thar he hath ſomes * 
what of conſequence. to do with his Providential 


Ys |. _Inrer ein chis kinde, 'T may very rruly ſay, 
+. C ;"thatg] & Work; in reſpe& of the undertaking ofir,' 


WAas 


: ; bound of this 


| & Shak very: OT pkataly : His, having . 
_ © ſcarce had {6 much of my: will inic4-as in char ce- . | 
© *ſpett ; ro bear thidenominyritla of: being called; | 
"on Nowirhſtarding' beipg engaged , ic was 
once -in my thowghtsro have. made ſome further 'Þ 
' atrempr-upor your ſudgement by;ſome other Ar: Þ 
Anevemta; to'evince an Univerſal Obligation upon Þ 
all Fleſh ro yield the Obedience of Faith. unto the + 
Goſpel, and ro believein Feſus Chrijt,. Bur'upon -Þ 
.conhderation', judging: you fo propenſe if affe- | 
f&ion-ro-the Truth, as co be ready-ro-meer ir balf Þ} 
way inirs advance towards you; and-being alit= "| 
le-unwilling-roo! far 'to 'antieipate my infend- | © 
-ments. for” alarger” Diſcuſſion of thegParriculacs | 
diſcquried in your Papers, ÞrefolFed rather ro {Þ 
contajn/mpſelf ar preſent wichin' the narrow | 
Anſwer. The excreſcency whereof Þ. - 
zent ,*Eforbear-the printing of- your <a qa; oF 
tir; and chis'the rather ,- becauſe I bad no | 
) n- from you ro: publiſh chem. If your |. F 3 
| yer be co:have them publiſhed ,. -my beſt af- - 
*Tiftance ſhall be yours for che procuring. and beſt || 
Soni of te.: 'The God of all Grace and Teurh, 
__—_—— Fountains of thegrear Depths 6f Spi- 
axheual owledge .; and Heavenly. Underſtanding - 
+I his Word , before both you.,;and me, and-all 
- others, who love the Truth ata berrer rare ; than 
$0 fear the ſhame; of being:counred erroneous for 
*the profeſſion of it; thartbe: 'Warers of Life may 
-' flow our abundantly from us for the watering and Oy 
.of, the FO: and EH of; the World rourd abour us. 


\/ Yoursin Jeſus Chriſt,as your: ſell; 
+ as ET and, our own Soul, i 
LET a os COON FI%: > 
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